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GERAN2 would like to thank RAN3 for their LS on Data forwarding for IRAT Handover to/from LTE within 3GPP accesses. GERAN2 can confirm that it shares the view of RAN3 that data forwarding shall be used for minimizing data losses during IRAT handover and would like to provide the following answers to the questions from RAN3:
Q1: RAN3 would like to ask SA2, RAN2, and GERAN2 to take note of their decision concerning data forwarding.
GERAN2 response: Noted.

Q2: RAN3 would like to ask SA2, RAN2 and GERAN2 about their opinion on which node(s) can control data forwarding in 3G.
GERAN2 response: Although data forwarding in 3G is not GERAN2’s area of expertise, GERAN2 would still like to state the following opinion: Since the old SGSN compiles the “RABs subject to data forwarding list” and then sends it to the source RNC in the Relocation Command message, the view of GERAN2 is that both the old SGSN and the source RNC could impact which RABs that data forwarding is performed for.
Q3: RAN3 would like to ask SA2, RAN2 and GERAN2 if similar principles as the answer on Q2 should be kept in LTE/SAE
GERAN2 response: Unfortunately, GERAN2 can today not express any firm opinion in this matter.

Q4: RAN3 would like in particular to ask SA2, RAN2 and GERAN2 if EPC should be allowed to change the information passed through EPC (i.e. manipulating the TEID w/o removing RABid )
GERAN2 response: Since data forwarding from a source RNC to a new 2G SGSN during an inter-RAT inter-SGSN PS Handover is done via the old SGSN, the view from GERAN2 is that also an old EPC can be used as an intermediate node for forwarding data and that such an EPC thus should be allowed to manipulate the TEID in order for the forwarded data to reach its final destination.
Action to RAN3: GERAN2 would like to ask RAN3 to consider the answers provided above.
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