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Report of the ERM/MSG GSM OBA group

Main events since the last MSG meeting 

The GSM OBA (GSM Onboard Aircraft) group has held 3 meetings so far; in Helsinki on August 18th, in Oslo on September 26th and in Oslo on October 31st. 
Two documents are under development in the group:

* a Harmonised EN

* a technical specification.

Harmonized EN for the GSM onboard aircraft system

The list of essential requirements to be reflected in the EN has been agreed. The present document specifies minimum technical performance requirements for the GSM onboard aircraft system, which is composed of:

· An onboard GSM BTS supporting the GSM 1800 functions with specific protocols for power constraints

· A Network Control Unit (The NCU is designed to ensure that onboard mobiles shall not be able to access the terrestrial networks by raising the noise floor in the cabin)

For each technical requirements, the EN make some references to the current TS of GSM, in order not to duplicate any work and to the TS under development within the GSM OBA group.

Technical requirements of the GSM onboard aircraft system 

The technical specification containes two sections:

· The list of essential requirements (i.e; test cases, limits) that are not provided in other ETSI TS

· a section which will provide a conformance description to the ECC Decision. 

Current challenges

1. It is a challenge to measure the e.i.r.p from the GSM OBA leaky feeder taking into account the aircraft

2. It is a challenge to define the NCU Transmitter Performance
Status of time planning

The HS and part of the TS has been expected to be finished by the end of the year. It might be possible to achieve this in 2 more meetings, but February 2007 is probably a more realistic time frame.

The next meeting will take place in the beginning of December. 
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