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1. Introduction
GERAN WG3#30 meeting had a lot of discussion on PICS/PIXIT statements in TS 51.010-1 and related contents in the Applicability Table in TS 51.010-2. It has been pointed out there is no correspondence between PICS/PIXIT statements in TS 51.010-1 and TS 51.010-2. Many of the PICS/PIXIT statements in TS 51.010-1 seem to be incorrect and not based on core specifications.

GERAN WG#30 meeting decided to move the PICS/PIXIT statements in TS 51.010-1 to a new column added to the applicability table in TS 51.010-2 in mnemonic form.
2. Discussion

Currently, three 3GPP test specs TS 51.010, TS 34.123 and TS 34.229 follow similar format for the prose and applicability part. The convention being followed in TS 34.123 and TS 34.229 for the PICS/PIXIT definitions are as follows:
 

There are two types of PICS statements: PICS defining test case applicability and PICS defining test case behaviour.

 

PICS defining test case applicability is included in the prose (Part 1) and applicability table (Part 2), if feature/functionality covered in the test is optional. If the feature/functionality is mandatory, then it is included in the prose, but not in the applicability table. In both cases, feature/functionality should be defined in one of the capability tables in Part 2 with appropriate supporting core spec reference.
PICS defining test case behaviour is included in the prose part, but not necessarily in the applicability table.
 

Test specifications developed by 3GPP should follow similar format as much as possible since there are a lot of common users of these specs. The PICS/PIXIT entries in the prose are meant to provide guidance to the test reader/reviewer about applicability of the test as well as test behaviour. 

PICS definitions in Part 2 form the normative part of the applicability statement. PICS definitions in Part 1 and Part 2 must be made consistent keeping in mind roles of the test case reader as well as the test implementor.
Entries in the applicability table in Annex B of TS 51.010-2 must conform to the core as well as test specifications (prose). The objective of the applicability table is to define applicability of individual test cases according to the test requirements derived from the core specs covered in the tests for each releases. In other words, test case applicability is determined by whether a feature/functionality covered in the test is mandatory or optional as per the core spec. The applicability table is not intended to indicate applicability based on test case redundancy due to duplication of test requirements. 

3. Proposal

It is proposed GERAN WG3 reconsider the decision to move the PICS/PIXIT statements in TS 51.010-1 to TS 51.010-2 and give consideration to the conventions followed in other 3GPP test specifications. 
