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4
RF power control

4.1
Overall process

RF power control is employed to minimize the transmit power required by MS or BSS whilst maintaining the quality of the radio links. By minimizing the transmit power levels, interference to co‑channel users is reduced.

4.2
MS implementation

RF power control shall be implemented in the MS.

In A/Gb mode, the power control level to be employed by the MS on each uplink channel, except PDCH, is indicated by means of the power control information sent either in the layer 1 header of each SACCH message block (see 3GPP TS 44.004) on the corresponding downlink channel, or in a dedicated signalling block (see 3GPP TS 44.018). Power control for PDCH is defined in subclause 10.2.

Similarly in Iu mode in MAC-Dedicated state and MAC-DTM state, the power control level to be employed by the MS on each uplink channel, is indicated by means of the power control information sent either in the layer 1 header of each SACCH message block (see 3GPP TS 44.004) on the corresponding downlink channel, or in a dedicated signalling block (see 3GPP TS 44.118). Power control for MAC-Shared state is defined in subclause 10.2.

The MS shall employ the most recently commanded power control level appropriate to each channel for all transmitted bursts on either a TCH (including handover access burst), FACCH, SACCH, PDTCH or SDCCH. For FLO in Iu mode the MS shall employ the most recently commanded power control level appropriate to each DBPSCH for all transmitted bursts (including radio packets, handover access burst and SACCH).

The MS shall confirm the power control level that it is currently employing in the SACCH L1 header on each uplink channel. The indicated value shall be the power control level actually used by the mobile for the last burst of the previous SACCH period.

When on an E-TCH, the MS shall, if so indicated by the BSS in the SACCH L1 header (see 3GPP TS 44.004) or Assignment command (see 3GPP TS 44.018 and 3GPP TS 44.118)), use FPC (fast power control). The MS shall employ the most recently commanded fast power control level on each uplink E-TCH channel. The power control level to be employed by the MS is indicated by means of the power control information sent via E-IACCH once every FPC reporting period (see subclause 4.7). If FPC is in use, the MS shall report, in the SACCH L1 header, the power control level used at the end of the normal power control reporting period. 

When on an E-TCH using 8 PSK for the uplink, the MS shall use the E-IACCH in the uplink for fast measurement reporting. 

In A/Gb mode, when assigned a TCH or O-TCH, the MS shall configure the channel in enhanced power control (EPC) mode if so commanded by BSS in the channel assignment (see 3GPP TS 44.018). On such a channel, EPC may be used for uplink power control and/or downlink power control.

Similarly in Iu mode, when assigned a DBPSCH, the MS shall configure the channel in enhanced power control (EPC) mode if so commanded by BSS in the channel assignment (see 3GPP TS 44.118). On such a channel, EPC may be used for uplink power control and/or downlink power control.

The support of enhanced power control (EPC) is optional for the mobile station and is indicated via the support of the GERAN Feature Package 2 (see 3GPP TS 24.008).

When on a channel in EPC mode,

· the MS shall use the EPCCH in the uplink for EPC measurement reporting (see subclause 8.4.1b).

· the MS shall, depending on what is signalled in the L1 header of the downlink SACCH (see 3GPP TS 44.004) and during channel assignment (see 3GPP TS 44.018), obey either the EPC Uplink Power Control Command (sent on the EPCCH in the downlink) or the Ordered MS Power Level (sent in the L1 header of the downlink SACCH).

- If the signalling indicates that EPC shall be used in the uplink, the MS shall employ the most recently commanded EPC power control level, as indicated by the EPC Uplink Power Control Command sent on the corresponding EPCCH in the downlink. The EPC Uplink Power Control Command is sent once every EPC reporting period (see subclause 8.4.1b). The MS shall ignore the Ordered MS Power Level sent in the SACCH L1 header in the downlink.

- If the signalling indicates that normal power control shall be used in the uplink, the MS shall ignore the EPC Uplink Power Control Command and use normal power control.

· the MS shall confirm, in the SACCH L1 header on the uplink, the RF power control level used at the last burst of the previous SACCH period, as specified for normal power control.

NOTE:
The term "normal power control" is used in this specification only for clarification and is otherwise only referred to as "power control".

In case of a multislot configuration, each bi‑directional channel shall be power controlled individually by the corresponding SACCH, E-IACCH or EPCCH, whichever is applicable. Power control information on downlink unidirectional channels shall be neglected.

When accessing a cell on the RACH (random access) and before receiving the first power command during a communication on a DCCH or TCH (after an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT), on DCS 1800 and PCS 1900 frequency bands the MS shall use the power level defined by the MS_TXPWR_MAX_CCH parameter broadcast on the BCCH of the cell. On all other bands the MS shall limit the power level to LB_MS_TXPWR_MAX_CCH + Band_offset, if LB_MS_TXPWR_MAX_CCH parameter is broadcast, otherwise the power level is limited according to the MS_TXPWR_MAX_CCH parameter. Band_offset equals 0 dB for GSM 850 and GSM 900, -2 dB for GSM 700 and -6 dB for GSM 400. As an exception, on the DCS 1800 band the class 3 DCS 1 800 capable MS shall use the power level defined by MS TXPWR MAX CCH plus the value POWER OFFSET also broadcast on the BCCH of the cell.

If a power control level defined in 3GPP TS 45.005 is received but the level is not supported by the MS, the MS shall use the supported output power which is closest to the output power indicated by the received power control level.
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