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1. Description

3GPP TSG GERAN would like to inform 3GPP TSG CT WG1 that an enhancement to the slow associated control channel (SACCH) has been introduced in Rel-6, referred to as the Repeated SACCH. With this enhancement the performance of the SACCH will be better balanced to the performance of the speech traffic channel to which the SACCH is associated. This will facilitate full benefit of AMR speech traffic channels, which were previously limited by the performance of the SACCH.

TSG GERAN has previously introduced a corresponding enhancement to the fast associated control channel (FACCH) in release 6, denoted the Repeated Downlink FACCH. Since both FACCH and SACCH are essential for operation of speech channels and since there is a large interest for a swift solution to the mentioned problem, TSG GERAN has introduced also the Repeated SACCH in release 6.

Knowledge of MS support of the Repeated SACCH is considered important for proper operation. This is necessary since an unreliable trial-and-error approach would otherwise have to be used to determine MS support for Repeated SACCH. Also, since this is not possible before the channel is assigned, the possibilities for radio resource management would be limited. Further, BSS would misinterpret the information sent by the MS on SACCH if it incorrectly assumes that Repeated SACCH is used by the MS. Finally, the possibilities for radio network performance evaluation would be limited without this knowledge.

To this end, it is necessary for a mobile station to indicate its support for Repeated SACCH. During the TSG GERAN #27 meeting TSG GERAN reviewed and endorsed draft CRs to 24.008, GP-052892 (Rel-6) and GP-052893 (Rel-7) including this indication in the Mobile Station Classmark 3 IE.

2. Action to 3GPP TSG CT WG1 group
3GPP TSG GERAN kindly asks 3GPP TSG CT WG1 to review and approve the attached draft CRs to 3GPP TS 24.008.
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