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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN thanks TSG RAN WG3 for their LS on mapping of cause codes between the A and Iu interfaces.
TSG GERAN have discussed the use of the BSSMAP cause code “Traffic load in the target cell higher than in the source cell” as requested and can provide the following information on the use:

In the case when the source system has initiated a load-based handover to a target system, the cause code “Traffic load in the target cell higher than in the source cell” could be included in the Handover Failure and Handover Required Reject messages when the handover has failed due to the load on the target cell being higher than the load on the source cell. The Handover Failure and Handover Required Reject also contain information on the load of the target cell within the Cell Load Information IE. Upon receipt of the Handover Required Reject message the source system can determine why the handover failed by just looking at the cause code, instead of looking at the cause code and within the Cell Load IE to check whether there are any available radio resource on the target cell.

Note that a load-based handover should not be initiated in the first place by the source system towards a cell that is more loaded.  However, this is still possible if the load in the target system has changed since the last load reporting was performed (i.e. since the last handover in either direction between the two incumbent cells).

If it is found by the source system that the handover failed due to no radio resources being available on the target cell, it depends on the implementation how the serving system behaves, although it is expected that it should not initiate any handovers to the target cell whilst the load remains. Whereas, if the source system finds the load-based handover failed due to the load on the target cell is higher than the source cell then the source system shall not initiate load-based handovers to the target cell whilst the load remains, which is made known to the source system by the reporting (i.e. load reports in the handover-related messages, including the failure/reject ones).

TSG GERAN kindly request that the handling of intra-system and inter-system handover be aligned, removing the need to have separate handling for each case.  TSG GERAN recommends that the new cause, discussed during the standardisation of CRRM, be introduced in 3GPP TS 25.413.

When TSG RAN WG3 have concluded on whether or not to introduce an equivalent cause for the Iu interface, please could TSG RAN WG3 inform TSG GERAN of their decision allowing TSG GERAN to make any possible changes to the specifications own by TSG GERAN in order to achieve the mentioned and necessary alignment.

2. Actions:

To TSG RAN WG3 group

ACTION: 
TSG GERAN kindly ask TSG RAN WG3 to inform TSG GERAN of the decision of whether the mentioned cause has been added to RAN3’s specifications.
3. Date of Next GERAN Meetings:

TSG-GERAN
Meeting #21
23rd-27th August 2004, Montreal, Canada

TSG-GERAN WG2
Meeting #21bis
4th -8th October 2004, tbc, Malta

TSG-GERAN
Meeting #22
08th-12th November 2004, tbc

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� I would like to add this sentence!





