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Error introduced in Release 6 due to Multiple TBF feature: “Frequency Parameters IE” included in assignment message while in DTM
1. Introduction

This contribution discusses an open issue related to DTM mode.

The issue is signalling related.

2. Discussion
Current Requirements: 

R1: 3GPP TS 44.060 Release 6 version 6.7.0 Section 8.1.2.1.1 “Abnormal cases” for Downlink RLC data block transfer:

“-
If a mobile station in dual transfer mode receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, a MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, a PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or a MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message including the Frequency Parameters information element, the mobile station shall perform an abnormal release with access retry (see sub-clause 8.7.2 and 3GPP TS 44.160).”
R2: 3GPP TS 44.060 Release 6 version 6.7.0 Section 8.1.2.4.1 “Abnormal cases” for Resource Reassignment for downlink:

“-
If a mobile station in dual transfer mode or MAC-DTM state receives PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, a MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, a PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or a MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message including the Frequency Parameters information element, the mobile station shall perform an abnormal release with access retry (see sub-clause 8.7.2 and 3GPP TS 44.160).”
Issue:  

The MS handles a Downlink TBF in DTM mode of operation. No uplink TBF has been established. 

If it receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message including the Frequency Parameters IE, the MS can not perform an abnormal release with access retry as specified in the references.
Conclusion: 

Specification 3GPP TS 44.060 needs to be modified in order to take into consideration this abnormal case in a different way as it is done today. This issue only affects Release 6 (the specification was modified to include Multiple TBF feature). The TBF should be simply aborted.

A CR is proposed correcting release 6 requirements.
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