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1. Overall Description:

GERAN2 thanks RAN2 for their liason, regarding the introduction of a new feature into Release 5 RRC to allow a reduction in the size of the INTER RAT HANDOVER INFO message.

GERAN2 understands that to ensure the RRC message can be passed transparently to the target RNC, the UE should be told to apply the compressed version only if the target RNC supports it. However, it is unclear how the mobile is meant to behave in the case where some of the neighbouring cells do not support the compression mechanism (e.g. in border areas between different registration areas supported by different RNCs).
GERAN2 has considered the request from RAN2 to introduce the requested indications into the system information messages and has a concern that due to size limitations that this option is not practical.

GERAN2 believes that a better alternative would be to introduce the indications into the Registration messages used to accept a mobile when it registers in a new registartion area. However, this would have to be discussed by CN1 and GERAN2 proposes that RAN2 liase directly with CN1.

2. Actions:

To RAN 2:

· GERAN 2 kindly asks RAN2 to consider the feasibility of using Registration Procedures to provide the necessary information to the mobile. If this is acceptable RAN2 is requested to liaise directly with CN1.
3. Date of Next GERAN2 Meetings:

GERAN2#16
25th – 29th August, 2003
New York, USA
GERAN2#16bis
6th – 10th October, 2003
Porto, Portugal 

