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8.1.1
Uplink RLC data block transfer

Prior to the initiation of RLC data block transfer on the uplink, the network assigns the following parameters to characterise the uplink TBF in the uplink assignment (e.g. PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT or PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE) message:

-
a Temporary Flow Identity (TFI). The mobile station shall set the TFI field of each uplink RLC data block to the TFI value assigned to the mobile station for the uplink TBF;

-
a set of PDCHs to be used for the uplink transfer;

-
a TBF Starting Time indication (optional in case of a dynamic or extended dynamic allocation).

All the RLC data blocks of an uplink TBF initiated by one phase access shall each contain a TLLI (in A/Gb mode) or a G-RNTI (in Iu mode) field in the RLC data block header until the contention resolution is completed on the mobile station side (see sub-clause 7.1.2.3, 3GPP TS 44.160 sub-clause 7.2.3.3). After the reaction time specified in 3GPP TS 45.010 no other RLC data blocks shall contain a TLLI field (in A/Gb mode) or a G-RNTI (in Iu mode), except for those retransmitted RLC data blocks that originally contained a TLLI (in A/Gb mode) or a G-RNTI (in Iu mode), which will be repeated including the same TLLI (in A/Gb mode) or G-RNTI (in Iu mode) (see sub-clause 7.1.2.3a, 3GPP TS 44.160 sub-clause 7.2.3.4). The TLLI_BLOCK_CHANNEL_CODING parameter in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message indicates whether a RLC data block containing a TLLI (in A/Gb mode) or a G-RNTI (in Iu mode) field in the RLC data block header shall be encoded using CS‑1, or correspondingly MCS-1 in EGPRS TBF mode, or using the commanded modulation and channel coding scheme (see 3GPP TS 45.003). In GPRS TBF mode, the mobile station shall send all other RLC data blocks using the commanded channel coding scheme.

In EGPRS TBF mode, RLC data blocks that are transmitted for the first time shall be transmitted with the commanded MCS, except if the commanded mode is MCS-5-7, in which case the data block shall be transmitted with MCS‑5, or if the commanded mode is MCS-6-9, in which case the data block shall be transmitted with MCS-6. In EGPRS TBF mode, a MS may choose an alternate MCS than the one commanded, for the initial transmission of the last RLC data blocks of the TBF under the following conditions:

-
the alternate MCS is more robust than the commanded MCS;

-
the alternate MCS has already been commanded by the network during the TBF or was available for selection by the MS during the TBF according to the MCS selection rules for retransmissions; and

-
the TBF requires no more radio blocks for initial transmission of the RLC data blocks using the alternate MCS than would be required when using the commanded MCS.

A RESEGMENT bit is included within each PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK, PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT and PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE messages. For initial transmissions of new RLC blocks the channel coding commanded is applied. The RESEGMENT bit is used to set the ARQ mode to type I or type II (incremental redundancy) for uplink TBFs. For retransmissions, setting the RESEGMENT bit to '1' (type I ARQ) requires the mobile station to use an MCS within the same family as the initial transmission and the payload may be split (refer to table 5.5.2.1.4.1). For retransmissions, setting the RESEGMENT bit to '0' (type II ARQ) requires the mobile station to use an MCS within the same family as the initial transmission without splitting the payload even if the network has commanded it to use MCS‑1, MCS‑2 or MCS‑3 for subsequent RLC blocks (refer to table 8.1.1.1), see note.

NOTE:
This bit is particularly useful for networks with uplink IR capability since it allows combining on retransmissions.

Table 8.1.1.1: Choice of MCS for retransmissions with re-segmentation 

	Scheme used for initial transmission
	Scheme to use for retransmissions after switching to a different MCS

	
	MCS-9 Commanded
	MCS-8 Commanded
	MCS-7 Commanded
	MCS-6-9 Commanded
	MCS-6 Commanded
	MCS-5-7 Commanded
	MCS-5 Commanded
	MCS-4 Commanded
	MCS-3 Commanded
	MCS-2 Commanded
	MCS-1 Commanded

	MCS-9
	MCS-9
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3

	MCS-8
	MCS-8
	MCS-8
	MCS-6
(pad)
	MCS-6
(pad)
	MCS-6
(pad)
	MCS-3
(pad)
	MCS-3
(pad)
	MCS-3
(pad)
	MCS-3
(pad)
	MCS-3
pad)
	MCS-3
(pad)

	MCS-7
	MCS-7
	MCS-7
	MCS-7
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2

	MCS-6
	MCS-9
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-9
	MCS-6
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3

	MCS-5
	MCS-7
	MCS-7
	MCS-7
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-7
	MCS-5
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2

	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1

	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3

	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2

	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1

	NOTE:
MCS to use for retransmissions when re-segmentation (RESEGMENT bit set to ‘1') is carried out (specified as a function of the scheme used for the initial transmission).


Table 8.1.1.2: Choice of MCS for retransmissions without re-segmentation

	Scheme used for

Initial transmission
	Scheme to use for retransmissions after switching to a different MCS

	
	MCS-9

Commanded
	MCS-8

Commanded
	MCS-7

Commanded
	MCS-6-9 Commanded
	MCS-6

Commanded
	MCS-5-7 Commanded
	MCS-5

Commanded
	MCS-4

Commanded
	MCS-3

Commanded
	MCS-2

Commanded
	MCS-1

Commanded

	MCS-9
	MCS-9
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6

	MCS-8
	MCS-8
	MCS-8
	MCS-6

(pad)
	MCS-6

(pad)
	MCS-6

(pad)
	MCS-6

(pad)
	MCS-6

(pad)
	MCS-6

(pad)
	MCS-6

(pad)
	MCS-6

(pad)
	MCS-6

(pad)

	MCS-7
	MCS-7
	MCS-7
	MCS-7
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5

	MCS-6
	MCS-9
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-9
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6
	MCS-6

	MCS-5
	MCS-7
	MCS-7
	MCS-7
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-7
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5
	MCS-5

	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4
	MCS-4

	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3
	MCS-3

	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2
	MCS-2

	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1
	MCS-1

	NOTE:
MCS to use for retransmissions when re-segmentation is not (RESEGMENT bit set to ‘0') allowed (specified as a function of the scheme used for the initial transmission).


If these rules require a transmission (either original transmission or retransmission) in a) MCS-7 or b) MCS-8 or MCS‑9, but there is only one RLC block that can be transmitted in that MCS, the MS shall send that block in either MCS-5 for case a) or MCS-6 for case b).

Upon receipt of a command from the network to change channel coding scheme, the mobile station shall react in accordance with the time specified in 3GPP TS 45.010.

Upon receipt of any message containing an uplink assignment (e.g. PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message), the mobile station shall be ready to transmit in accordance with the requirements given in 3GPP TS 45.010.

The mobile station shall transmit RLC/MAC blocks with the following priority:

· RLC/MAC control blocks containing a Packet Cell Change Notification message or a Packet Downlink Ack/Nack message including a Final Ack Indicator or a Channel Request Description IE;
-
Other RLC/MAC control blocks, except the ones containing Packet Uplink Dummy Control Blocks;

-
RLC data blocks;

-
RLC/MAC control blocks containing Packet Uplink Dummy Control Blocks.

In A/Gb mode, during the TBF, if the countdown procedure has not started or the TBF is operated in the extended uplink TBF mode (see sub-clause 9.3.1b), the mobile station shall ask for new or different radio resources, by sending a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message (sub-clauses 8.1.1.1.2 and 8.1.1.3.2, 3GPP TS 44.160 8.2.1.1.2 and 8.2.1.3), in the following cases;

-
When the mobile station has more blocks to send than indicated in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message with access type short access.

-
When the mobile station has indicated Page Response, Cell update or Mobility Management procedure as access type in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST and it has data to send.

· When the mobile station has data to send with a lower priority than indicated in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message.

When the mobile station has indicated 'Signalling' as access type in the EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST and it has data to send.


8.1.2.2
Polling for Packet Downlink Ack/Nack

Whenever the mobile station receives an RLC data block addressed to its TBF and with a valid RRBP field in the RLC data block header (i.e., is polled), the mobile station shall transmit a (EGPRS) Packet Downlink ACK/NACK message in the uplink radio block specified by the RRBP field whatever the BSN value of the received RLC data block, unless another RLC/MAC control message is waiting to be transmitted, in which case the other RLC/MAC control message shall be sent. However, the mobile station shall transmit an RLC/MAC control message other than a (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message at most every second time it is polled for the TBF. The mobile station shall not send a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message unless otherwise specified.

In EGPRS TBF mode the mobile station shall react on a poll inside an erroneously received RLC data block for which the header is correctly received and which addresses the mobile station.

Whenever the network receives a valid RLC/MAC control message from the TBF, it shall reset counter N3105. The network shall increment counter N3105 for each radio block, allocated to that TBF with the RRBP field, for which no RLC/MAC control message is received. If N3105 = N3105max, the network shall release the downlink TBF internally and start timer T3195 for the TBF. When T3195 expires, the network may reuse the TFI.
The PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message contains a Channel Quality Report (see 3GPP TS 45.008). The optional I_LEVEL measurement results shall be included in at least every other PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message.

The EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message may contain an EGPRS Channel Quality Report (see 3GPP TS 45.008).

In the case of simultaneous uplink and downlink TBFs, the transmission of the polling response takes precedence over the transmission of allocated uplink radio blocks.

A mobile station of multislot class 1 to 12 need not respond to the poll if it is not compliant with the mobile station's multislot class (see 3GPP TS 45.002).

A mobile station of multislot class 13 to 18 shall always respond to the poll.

A mobile station of multislot class 19 to 29 may omit the allocated downlink PDCHs with timeslot numbers greater than n+1, while transmitting the polling response on timeslot number n. If the remaining configuration is not compliant with the mobile station's multislot class (see 3GPP TS 45.002), the mobile station need not respond to the poll.

NOTE:
The mobile station is required to make neighbour cell measurements while transmitting the polling response (see 3GPP TS 45.008).

****    NEXT MODIFIED SECTION    ****
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