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1. Overall Description:

In RAN WG2#36 a CR was agreed to Release 5 RRC to allow a reduction in the size of the INTER RAT HANDOVER INFO message, which is transported to the network via the UTRAN CLASSMARK CHANGE message during GSM call setup. The purpose of this mandatory UE change is to reduce the GSM call setup delay for dual mode mobiles. The CR composed of three changes to the RRC message:

1) A compression of the coding of the pre-defined configurations reported.

2) A reduction to the number of UE capabilities reported.

3) The possibility for the UE to report a limited number of pre-defined configurations.

To ensure the RRC message can be passed transparently to the target RNC, the UE should be told to apply the compressed version only if the target RNC supports it.  Furthermore, the mechanism agreed in RAN WG2 includes the network option to indicate that the UE may omit reporting the status of some of the pre- defined configurations. This means that, in order for the mechanisms to be utilised in a compatible way between UTRAN and UE, some indications need to be added to the GERAN System Information.

1) An indication is required to state that the UTRAN supports the receipt of the “optimised coding” of the INTER RAT HANDOVER INFO message.

2) An indication is required to signal to the UE the number of Pre-defined Configurations that are required to be included in the INTER RAT HANDOVER INFO message. The suggested values for this indicator would be (0, 2, 4, 8)

It is assumed that the knowledge that the BSS has about whether or not the UTRAN supports the  “optimised coding” of the INTER RAT HANDOVER INFO message would be updated by O&M.

The document (R2-01442 CR1959r1) agreed in RAN WG2 is enclosed for further explanation, and to enable the alignment of this feature in RAN2 and GERAN2 specifications. It is the RAN WG2 intention to cover the handling of the indicators in RRC. Depending on the outcome of the discussion in GERAN2, some further updating of RRC may be required.

2. Actions:

To GERAN 2:

· RAN 2 kindly asks GERAN2 to add the requested indications to the GERAN system information in Release 5.

· GERAN2 is requested to inform RAN2 if they see any problems in making these changes for Release 5.

3. Date of Next RAN2 Meetings:

RAN2#37
25th – 29th August, 2003
Budapest, Hungary

RAN2#38
6th – 10th October, 2003
Sophia Antipolis, France 

