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3.5.3
Packet downlink assignment procedure using CCCH

3.5.3.0
General

The packet downlink assignment procedure using CCCH may be used to establish a temporary block flow to support the transfer of LLC PDUs in the direction from the network to the mobile station.

This procedure may also be used to assign a single downlink block on a PDCH to support the transfer of an RLC/MAC control message from the network to a mobile station in packet idle mode, see clause 3.5.3.2.

3.5.3.1
Entering the packet transfer mode: packet downlink assignment procedure

The establishment of a downlink temporary block flow may be initiated by the RR entity on the network side using the packet downlink assignment procedure. The procedure is triggered by a request from upper layers to transfer a LLC PDU, see 3GPP TS 24.007. The request from upper layers specifies an optional Priority level, a QoS profile including the requested RLC mode, optional DRX parameters, and optional IMSI and an optional MS Radio Access Capability associated with the packet transfer.

Upon such a request, the network shall determine whether the mobile station is in packet idle mode or packet transfer mode. The packet downlink assignment procedure using CCCH is applicable when the mobile station is in packet idle mode and when there is no PCCCH present in the cell.

The network may allocate a temporary flow identity and assign a packet downlink resource comprising one PDCH for a downlink temporary block flow.

3.5.3.1.1
(void)

3.5.3.1.2
Initiation of the packet downlink assignment procedure

The network initiates the packet downlink assignment procedure by sending an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message in unacknowledged mode on the CCCH timeslot corresponding to CCCH group the mobile station belongs to. appropriate CCCH group is calculated from the IMSI, see 3GPP TS 05.02. The behaviour of the network when the RR entity does not receive the IMSI from the upper layers is implementation dependent for the calculation of the CCCH group where the IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message has to be sent. If the mobile station is in non-DRX mode or if the RR entity does not receive the IMSI or the DRX parameters from the upper layers, there is no further restriction on what part of the downlink CCCH timeslot the IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message, or the first part of the IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message (in the case of a two-message assignment), can be sent. If the mobile station applies DRX, the IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message, or the first part of the IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message (in the case of a two-message assignment), shall be sent in a CCCH block corresponding to a paging group determined for the mobile station in packet idle mode, see 3GPP TS 05.02.

The IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message contains:

-
the packet channel description;

-
the initial timing advance;

-
the packet downlink assignment construction.

The contents of the packet downlink assignment construction determines the further action. At the establishment of a downlink temporary block flow, the packet downlink assignment construction shall contain:

-
the TLLI;

-
the temporary flow identity;

-
the RLC mode;

-
the power control parameters;

-
the polling bit;

-
the initial timing advance validity flag;

-
optionally, EGPRS Window Size (see 3GPP TS 04.60) and Link Quality Measurement Mode (see 3GPP TS 04.60);

-
optionally, the timing advance index (see 3GPP TS 05.10);

-
optionally, the TBF starting time.

If frequency hopping is applied, the network may use the indirect encoding or the direct encoding of the frequency configuration in the Packet Channel Description information element. If the indirect encoding is used, the mobile station uses information received in system information or stored from a previous assignment to determine the frequency parameters, see 3GPP TS 04.60. If the direct encoding is used, the mobile station uses the cell allocation defined for the cell to decode the mobile allocation.

If the indirect encoding is used, the IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message may contain a CHANGE_MARK_1 field. If that is present, the mobile station shall verify the validity of the SI change mark associated with the GPRS mobile allocation to which the message refers, see 3GPP TS 04.60. If the CHANGE_MARK_1 field and the SI change mark do not match, the message does not satisfactorily define a PDCH.

If the mobile station receives an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message and the Dedicated mode or TBF information element indicates that this is the first message in a two-message assignment, the mobile station shall start listen to the full CCCH. The network may send a second IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message to the mobile station within two multiframe periods following the first IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message, specifying the packet channel description and, if required, a mobile allocation for the assignment. The two IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT messages in a two-message assignment shall have the same contents of the Request Reference information elements.

If the mobile station was operating in DRX mode when it received the first message of a two-message assignment, the network shall not send the second IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message within the two block periods immediately following the first message.

If the mobile station does not receive the second IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT messages in a two-message assignment within two multiframe periods following the first message, the mobile station shall discard the first IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message received. After the two multiframe periods following the first message, the mobile station may resume to DRX mode.

On receipt of an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message or, in case of a two-message assignment, a matching pair of IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT messages, the mobile station stops monitoring downlink CCCH and switches to the assigned PDCH and starts listening for downlink RLC/MAC blocks identified by the assigned TFI; it starts timer T3190.

The IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message may indicate a TBF starting time. If the mobile station receives the message before the TBF starting time has expired, it shall wait until the frame number indicated by the TBF starting time, start timer T3190 and switch to the assigned PDCH. If the mobile station receives the message after the TBF starting time has expired, it shall ignore the indicated TBF starting time, immediately start timer T3190 and switch to the assigned PDCH.

When the mobile station switches to the assigned PDCH, it shall take the power control parameters received in the IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message into account, perform signal strength measurements and apply output power control procedures as they are defined for packet transfer mode, see 3GPP TS 05.08.

If the Polling bit is set to 1, MS shall send a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message (see 3GPP TS 04.60) on the assigned PDCH, in the uplink block specified by the TBF Starting Time. In this case the TBF Starting Time is used both to indicate when the assigned PDCH becomes valid and to specify the uplink block. If the TBF Starting Time is not present or has expired, the MS shall ignore the polling request.

An IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message may indicate a timing advance index (TAI) in the packet timing advance IE. The mobile station shall then use the continuous update timing advance mechanism, see 3GPP TS 05.10, using PTCCH in the same timeslot as the assigned PDCH. If there is no indication of a timing advance index, the continuous update timing advance mechanism shall not be used.

The TA_VALID flag indicates if the value of the Timing Advance IE is valid or not.

If the network does not have a valid timing advance value for the mobile station to include in the IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message, the network shall use the procedures defined in 3GPP TS 04.60 on the assigned TBF, or the polling mechanism defined in the above paragraph if the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT format is set to four access bursts, to obtain a timing advance value and to update the initially assigned timing advance value before the mobile station is required to transmit other than access burst on the newly assigned channel.

The packet downlink construction may optionally contain the EGPRS Window Size (see 3GPP TS 04.60) and Link Quality Measurement Mode (see 3GPP TS 04.60). The presence of these fields indicates EGPRS TBF mode (see 3GPP TS 04.60). If these fields are not present, this indicates GPRS TBF mode. 
NOTE: 
As an implementation option a mobile station may ignore the EGPRS fields, if present, in case GPRS Cell Options IE (see 3GPP TS 04.60) indicates that EGPRS is not supported on the cell. In this case, the assignment message may be considered to indicate GPRS TBF mode.
*** for information only ***

10.5.2.16
IA Rest Octets

The IA Rest Octets information element contains spare bits and possibly either a packet uplink assignment construction, a packet downlink assignment construction, a second part packet assignment construction or a frequency parameters, before time construction.

The frequency parameters, before time construction combines a mobile allocation (see clause 10.5.2.21) and a MAIO (see the channel description information element).

The IA Rest Octets information element is coded according to the syntax specified below and described in table 10.5.2.16.1/3GPP TS 04.18.

The IA Rest Octets information element is a type 5 information element with 0-11 octets length.

	<IA Rest Octets> ::=


{ LL


 | LH



{ 00 
< EGPRS Packet Uplink Assignment >



 | 01 
-- reserved for future use



 | 1 
-- reserved for future use (however the value 7C for the first octet shall not be used)



}


 | HL



< Length of frequency parameters : bit string (6) >



< Frequency Parameters, before time >


 | HH



{ 00 
< Packet Uplink Assignment >



 | 01 
< Packet Downlink Assignment >



 | 1 
< Second Part Packet Assignment  > }


}


<spare padding> ;



	< EGPRS Packet Uplink Assignment > : :=

< Extended RA : bit (5) >

{ 0 | 1 < Access Technologies Request : Access Technologies Request struct > }

{ 1


< TFI_ASSIGNMENT : bit (5) >


< POLLING : bit >


{ 0 



-- Dynamic Allocation


< USF: bit (3) >



< USF_GRANULARITY : bit >



{ 0 | 1 < P0 : bit (4) >



< PR_MODE : bit (1) >}


| 1




-- Fixed Allocation


< ALLOCATION_BITMAP_LENGTH : bit (5) >



< ALLOCATION_BITMAP : bit (val(ALLOCATION_BITMAP_LENGTH)) >



{ 0 | 1 < P0 : bit (4) >




< BTS_PWR_CTRL_MODE : bit (1) >




< PR_MODE : bit (1) > }


}


< EGPRS CHANNEL_CODING_COMMAND : < EGPRS Modulation and Coding IE>>


< TLLI_BLOCK_CHANNEL_CODING : bit (1) >


{ 0 | 1 < BEP_PERIOD2 : bit (4) > }


< RESEGMENT : bit (1) >


< EGPRS Window Size : < EGPRS Window Size IE>>


{ 0 | 1 < ALPHA : bit (4) >}


< GAMMA : bit (5) >


{ 0 | 1 < TIMING_ADVANCE_INDEX : bit (4) > }


{ 0 | 1 < TBF_STARTING_TIME : bit (16) > }

| 0


-- Multi Block Allocation


{ 0 | 1 < ALPHA : bit (4) > }


< GAMMA : bit (5) >


< TBF_STARTING_TIME : bit (16) >


< NUMBER OF RADIO BLOCKS ALLOCATED : bit (2) >


{ 0 | 1 < P0 : bit (4) >




< BTS_PWR_CTRL_MODE : bit (1) >




< PR_MODE : bit (1) > }

} ;



	<Access Technologies Request struct> ::= -- recursive structure allows any combination of Access technologies

<Access Technology Type : bit (4)>


{ 0 | 1 <Access Technologies Request struct> } ;



	< Packet Uplink Assignment > ::=


{ 1



< TFI_ASSIGNMENT : bit (5) >



< POLLING : bit >



{ 0 

















-- Dynamic Allocation



< USF: bit (3) >




< USF_GRANULARITY : bit >




{ 0 | 1 < P0 : bit (4) >




< PR_MODE : bit (1) > }



| 1

















-- Fixed Allocation



< ALLOCATION_BITMAP_LENGTH : bit (5) >




< ALLOCATION_BITMAP : bit (val(ALLOCATION_BITMAP_LENGTH)) >




{ 0 | 1 < P0 : bit (4) >





< BTS_PWR_CTRL_MODE : bit (1) >





< PR_MODE : bit (1) > }



}




< CHANNEL_CODING_COMMAND : bit (2) >




< TLLI_BLOCK_CHANNEL_CODING : bit >



{ 0 | 1 < ALPHA : bit (4) > }



< GAMMA : bit (5) >



{ 0 | 1 < TIMING_ADVANCE_INDEX : bit (4) > }



{ 0 | 1 < TBF_STARTING_TIME : bit (16) > }


| 0


















-- Single Block Allocation



{ 0 | 1 < ALPHA : bit (4) >}



< GAMMA : bit (5) >



0 1 
















-- See Note



< TBF_STARTING_TIME : bit (16) >



{ L | H < P0 : bit (4) >





< BTS_PWR_CTRL_MODE : bit (1) >





< PR_MODE : bit (1) >}


}


{ null | L 
















-- Receiver compatible with earlier release

| H 


















-- Additions for R99


{ 0 | 1 < Extended RA : bit (5) > }


} ;



	< Packet Downlink Assignment > ::=


< TLLI : bit (32) >


{ 0 | 1



< TFI_ASSIGNMENT : bit (5) >



< RLC_MODE : bit >



{ 0 | 1 < ALPHA : bit (4) > }



< GAMMA : bit (5) >



< POLLING : bit >



< TA_VALID : bit (1) > }


{ 0 | 1 < TIMING_ADVANCE_INDEX : bit (4) > }


{ 0 | 1 < TBF_STARTING_TIME : bit (16) > }


{ 0 | 1 < P0 : bit (4) >




< BTS_PWR_CRTL_MODE : bit (1) >




< PR_MODE : bit (1) > }


{ null | L 
















-- Receiver compatible with earlier release

| H 


















-- Additions for R99




















-- indicates EGPRS TBF mode, see 





















-- 3GPP TS 04.60



< EGPRS Window Size : < EGPRS Window Size IE >>



< LINK_QUALITY_MEASUREMENT_MODE : bit (2) >



{ 0 | 1 < BEP_PERIOD2 : bit (4) > }


} ;


	< Frequency Parameters, before time > ::=


{ null 

















-- Length of frequency parameters = 0

|
0 0



< MAIO : bit (6) >



< Mobile Allocation : octet (val (Length of frequency parameters) – 1) >


} ;



	< Second Part Packet Assignment > ::=


{ null | L 
















-- Receiver compatible with earlier release

| H 


















-- Additions for R99


{ 0 | 1
< Extended RA : bit (5) > }


} ;

	NOTE:
A 'Timing Advance index' shall not be allocated at a Single Block allocation. A 'TBF Starting Time' shall be allocated at a Single Block allocation. The control bits set to fixed values to specify these requirements in a way compatible with early GPRS mobile stations in release 97.
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