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4.2.2
TCH/H + PDCH/H

A "TCH/H + PDCH/H" configuration implies the multiplexing of CS information and RLC/MAC blocks in the same timeslot of the TDMA frame. Which domain uses each half shall be flexible and indicated in the assignment command.

On the 'TCH/H' part, the support of AMR as the speech codec is mandatory. 
The PDCH/H is a resource dedicated to the mobile station in both directions. For instance, if an uplink TBF is established, the network may send a control message in any of the downlink blocks. No downlink data, however, shall be sent without a previous downlink assignment.

The existent RLC/MAC block format is used. In the downlink, the mobile station shall only pass to upper layers those blocks with the TFI indicated in the assignment message. In the uplink, the mobile station may transmit in any of the blocks of the PDCH/H, irrespective of the USF in the previous blocks in the dynamic allocation case or the allocation bitmap in the fixed allocation case, if that information was present in the (uplink) assignment message. The mobile station, however, stores this information for possible multislot configurations where fixed or dynamic allocation is supported.

The PDCH/H can be used for both GPRS signalling and user data. A PDCH/H shall not be assigned to a DTM capable mobile station in packet transfer mode.

Apart from the different mapping onto physical resources, the PDCH/H has the same characteristics as a PDCH/F. A PDCH/H is always used in exclusive allocation.

	End of Section
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6.1.2
PS establishment while in dedicated mode

6.1.2.1
Principles

A new message is defined to enable the mobile station to request to enter the dual transfer mode: the DTM Request message. In Release 99, this message only includes information related to the requested packet resources while in dedicated mode. It may be used in future releases to request CS resources while in packet transfer mode.

Two DTM assignment messages are defined:

· the DTM Assignment Command message: this message shall describe both the CS and packet resources when a reallocation of the CS resource is needed, e.g. when a multislot configuration cannot be accommodated or when an "TCH/H + PDCH/H" configuration is to be used.

· the Packet Assignment message: this message describes the allocated packet resources when no reallocation of the CS resource is necessary, e.g. on an adjacent timeslot.

NOTE: Upon the establishment of DTM, an MS using a half rate channel in dedicated mode, shall be able to continue to use the same CS channel type.
When there is reallocation of the CS timeslot:

· if the mobile station successfully establishes the new CS connection, it shall send an Assignment Complete message on the new main DCCH.

· if the mobile station fails to establish the new CS connection, it shall go back to the old timeslot, send an Assignment Failure message on the (old) main DCCH and continue the CS operation. The mobile station shall assume that the old PS resources were released and attempt its re-establishment.

If the network wants to move the mobile station to another cell, it shall send a Handover Command message on the main DCCH. After the handover procedure is completed and if the mobile station was in DTM in the old cell, the network may send the DTM Information message on the main DCCH to speed up the to resumption of the dual transfer mode of operation by the mobile station.

Editor's note: there may not be a need to send the DTM information in case the network wants to "push" the MS in DTM mode after the handover to establish downlink TBF to transmit downlink PDU to the mobile (in which case the DTM information is provided in the Packet Assignment message).

As described above, the main DCCH can be used in either direction with no prior assignment provided that the required conditions are met. Otherwise, the procedures here described apply.
	End of Section
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