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This is a response on the LS from TSG-GERAN discussing of the GPRS Recommended Set.

TSG-GERAN asked for additional information about the criteria, which have been used to establish the list of “GPRS Features not in scope for testing for a Recommended Set Terminal”. 

GCF provided TSG-GERAN with the decision made in GCF 2002.11.12 for the evolution of GPRS features for Recommended Set #2 and Recommended Set#3. In this decision for evolution of GPRS features for GCF, there was a list of GPRS features agreed to be outside the Recommended Sets in GCF. The features outside scope of GCF Recommended Set are:

· GPRS Extended Measurements

· Packet Queuing Notification.

· PSI 3bis Neighbour Cell Parameter Coding Method NCP2

· NC1

· GPRS in dedicated mode*

· Closed ended TBF assignment

· Short Access

· Fixed Allocation*

* Feature removed from 3GPP specifications from Rel5 and onwards.

Generation of this list of features is a result of analysis and discussions between operators and manufacturers in GCF. Operators have prioritized features with relation to importance and value added seen from operators and end users.  Infra structure manufacturers have collected information about status for implementation and testing for selected features, and identified that several features were not prioritized for implementation in short terms. 

The features decided to be outside scope of GCF, as listed above, are not mandatory in GCF but an option for the terminal manufacturer to certify their terminals against. The features categorised in Recommended Set#2 and Recommended Set#3 are currently required for a terminal to be GCF certified. All features both categorised as mandatory and as optional are referred as specified in 3GPP specifications and the related test cases are as specified in 3GPP TS 51.010. 

As indicated by TSG-GERAN there are differences on what is mandatory in 3GPP specifications and what is required in GCF. 

GCF acknowledges that TSG-GERAN’s role is to consider whether it is possible to achieve further alignment for which features are mandatory in 3GPP standards and requirements of GCF.

The Global Certification Forum Program (GCF). 

GCF has been developed in co-operation and through partnership between the GSM operator community and terminal manufacturers to ensure the interoperability of GSM terminals globally.

The GCF provides for the verification of devices against the Forum’s Technical requirements, with global recognition and acceptance of results, and the avoidance of multiple testing providing increased cost efficiencies. The program includes all GSM frequency bands and multi-mode devices. It is complementary to all regulatory regimes with participation on a voluntary basis.

The GCF testing does not cover commercial or quality aspects of a terminal and any such testing remains a part of the commercial agreement between the customer and the manufacturer. New requirements and tests may be incorporated into the GCF when they have become part of the GSM core specifications and when tests have been published by a Standards Development Organisation and validated test equipment is commercially available. 

The GCF program has evolved with the GSM technology and is being extended and modified to encompass 3rd Generation devices. GCF seeks to co-operate with all relevant bodies within the mobile communications industry and this Liaison Statement seeks to enhance the relationship between GCF and GERAN.

