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In the current specification, the handling of T3192 value = 0 ms related to a Downlink TBF implies different interpretations.

Some manufacturer interpreted this as an infinite value and other as an immediate expiry of the T3192.

With the first interpretation, the MS shall not release itself the DL TBF. The network is then in charge to explicitly release the TBF by sending a PACKET TBF RELEASE message.

With the second interpretation, the MS releases immediately the TBF after sending respectively the PACKET DOWNLINK ACKNACK with FAI=1 when acknowledged mode is used or a PACKET CONTROL ACK when unacknowledged mode is used and may return in packet idle mode if no other TBF is ongoing.

For our understanding, the second interpretation reflects the intention of the standard.
Indeed, the timer T3192 is mainly used to synchronise the release of TBF resources between the MS and the BSS and to allow quick establishment of new TBF. It shall not be used as a mean to delay the ongoing TBF because some procedures already exist and shall be used for such end.
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It is clarified that when T3192 is set to 0 then the MS shall considere it as an immediate expiry of T3192.
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not approved:
Bad performance could be observed for the transfer. Indeed, when Downlink TBF is established, the MS and the network could be desynchronised. It may then delay the establishment of new Uplink TBF.
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9.3.2.6
Release of downlink Temporary Block Flow

The network initiates release of a downlink TBF by sending an RLC data block with the Final Block Indicator (FBI) set to the value '1' and with a valid RRBP field. The RLC data block sent must have the highest BSN' (see clause 9.3.1) of the downlink TBF. The network shall start timer T3191. While timer T3191 is running the network may retransmit the RLC data block with the FBI bit set to the value '1'.

If the mobile station receives an RLC data block with the FBI bit set the value '1' and with a valid RRBP field, the mobile station shall transmit a PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message in the specified uplink block. The mobile station shall continue to monitor all assigned PDCHs.

Whenever the mobile station receives an RLC data block with a valid RRBP and the mobile station has received all RLC data blocks of the TBF, the mobile station shall send the PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' in the reserved uplink radio block specified by the RRBP field, stop the timer T3190. If the value of the timer T3192 is different from 0 ms then the mobile station shallstart or restart timer T3192 and continue to monitor all assigned downlink PDCHs. Otherwise, if the value of timer T3192 was set to 0 ms then the mobile station shall follow the same procedure as if the timer T3192 has expired.

If the mobile station receives more than one RLC data block with the FBI set to '1', it shall accept the data from only the first one of these blocks.

If the network receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message before timer T3191 expires, and if retransmissions are required, then the network stops timer T3191 and retransmits necessary RLC data blocks according to the ARQ protocol before re-initiating the release of the downlink TBF. The FBI is set to '1' only if the RLC data block with the highest BSN' of the TBF is retransmitted. If no retransmission is required, the network shall stop timer T3191 and start or restart timer T3193. When T3193 expires the network shall release the TBF.

If timer T3191 expires, then the network shall release the TBF.

If the network has received the PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' and has new data to transmit for the mobile station, the network may establish a new downlink TBF for the mobile station by sending the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT or PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message with the Control Ack bit set to '1' on PACCH. In case the network establishes a new downlink TBF for the mobile station, the network shall stop timer T3193.

If the mobile station, after sending the PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1', receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT or PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message with the Control Ack bit set to '1' while timer T3192 is running, the mobile station shall stop timer T3192, consider the previous downlink TBF released and act upon the new assignment.

When timer T3192 expires or its value was set to 0 ms, the mobile station shall release the downlink TBF. If there is no ongoing uplink TBF, the mobile station in packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state shall return to packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state; the mobile station in dual transfer mode respectively MAC-DTM state shall return to dedicated mode or MAC-Dedicated state. The DRX mode procedures shall be applied, as specified in subclause 5.5.1.5, 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 5.4.1.8.

=========next modified section ===================

9.3.3.5
Release of downlink Temporary Block Flow

The network initiates release of a downlink TBF by sending an RLC data block with the Final Block Indicator (FBI) set to the value '1' and with a valid RRBP field. The RLC data block sent must have the highest BSN' (see clause 9.3.1) of the downlink TBF. The network shall start timer T3191. The network may retransmit the last block with FBI set to the value '1' and with a valid RRBP field. For each retransmission the timer T3191 is restarted.

For each RLC data block with the FBI bit set to '1' and with a valid RRBP field, the mobile station shall transmit the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the uplink block specified by the RRBP field. The mobile station shall continue to read the assigned downlink PDCHs until the block period pointed to by the RRBP. If the mobile station receives more than one RLC data block with the FBI bit set to '1' and with valid RRBP fields that point the same uplink block period, the mobile station shall transmit the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message only once. The mobile station shall then stop timer T3190. If the value of timer T3192 is different from 0 ms then the mobile station shall start timer T3192 and continue to monitor all assigned downlink PDCHs. Otherwise, if the value of timer T3192 was set to 0 ms then the mobile station shall follow the procedure as if the timer T3192 has expired.
 If the mobile station then receives a subsequent RLC data block with a valid RRBP and the FBI bit set to '1', the mobile station shall retransmit the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message and restart timer T3192.

If the mobile station receives more than one RLC data block with the FBI set to '1', it shall accept the data from only the first one of these blocks.

If the network receives the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message before timer T3191 expires, the network shall stop timer T3191 and start or restart timer T3193. When T3193 expires the network shall release the TBF.

If timer T3191 expires, the network shall release the TBF.

If the network has received the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message and has new data to transmit for the mobile station, the network may establish a new downlink TBF for the mobile station by sending the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT or PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message with the Control Ack bit set to '1' on PACCH. In case the network establishes a new downlink TBF for the mobile station, the network shall stop timer T3193.

If the mobile station, after sending the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message, receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT or PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message with the Control Ack bit set to '1' while timer T3192 is running, the mobile station shall stop timer T3192, consider the previous downlink TBF released and act upon the new assignment.

When timer T3192 expires or its value was set to 0 ms then the mobile station shall release the downlink TBF. If there is no ongoing uplink TBF the mobile station in packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state shall enter packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state ; the mobile station in dual transfer mode or MAC-DTM state shall return to dedicated mode or MAC-Dedicated state. The DRX mode procedures shall be applied as specified in subclause 5.5.1.5, 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 5.4.1.8.

=========next modified section ===================

12.24
GPRS Cell Options

The GPRS Cell Options information element is used to control a set of cell options related to GPRS.

This information element may include a nested Extension Bit information element to allow future extension of cell option parameters.

Table 12.24.1: GPRS Cell Options information element

< GPRS Cell Options IE > ::=


< NMO : bit (2) >


< T3168 : bit (3) >


< T3192 : bit (3) >


< DRX_TIMER_MAX : bit (3) >


< ACCESS_BURST_TYPE : bit >


< CONTROL_ACK_TYPE : bit >


< BS_CV_MAX : bit (4) >


{ 0 | 1
< PAN_DEC : bit (3) >




< PAN_INC : bit (3) >




< PAN_MAX : bit (3) > }


-- Optional extension information:

{ 0 | 1
<Extension Length : bit (6)>




< bit (val(Extension Length) + 1)




& { <Extension Information > ! { bit ** = <no string> } } > } ;


< Extension Information> : : =


{ {
-- R99 extension:


{ 0 | 1 – EGPRS supported by the cell if the choice bit is set to '1'




< EGPRS_PACKET_CHANNEL_REQUEST : bit >





< BEP_PERIOD : bit (4) > }



< PFC_FEATURE_MODE: bit >



< DTM_SUPPORT: bit >



< BSS_PAGING_COORDINATION: bit > }


{
-- REL‑4 extension:


< CCN_ACTIVE : bit >



< NW_EXT_UTBF : bit > }


< spare bit > ** } // ;

-- Extension information may be truncated between released versions of the protocol.










-- The receiver shall assume the value zero for any truncated bit.



Table 12.24.2: GPRS Cell Options information element details

NMO (2 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the Network Mode of Operation, see 3GPP TS 23.060:

Bit
2 1
0 0
Network Mode of Operation I
0 1
Network Mode of Operation II
1 0
Network Mode of Operation III
1 1
Reserved.

T3168 (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the timeout value of timer T3168. Range: 0 to 7. The timeout value is given as the binary value plus one in units of 500 ms.

T3192 (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the timeout value of timer T3192. Range: 0 to 7. The timeout value is given in the following table. In the case of 0 ms, the timer is not started and the mobile station shall consider T3192 as immediately expiring and follow procedures defined in clauses 9.3.2.6 and 9.3.3.5:

Bit
3 2 1
0 0 0
500 ms
0 0 1
1000 ms
0 1 0
1500 ms
0 1 1
0 ms
1 0 0
80 ms
1 0 1
120 ms
1 1 0
160 ms
1 1 1
200 ms

DRX_TIMER_MAX (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter DRX_TIMER_MAX. Range: 0 to 7. The parameter value is given as two taken to the power of the binary value minus one (2 (bv - 1) ) in units of 1 second. The binary value zero indicates the parameter value zero (i.e, the parameter takes the values: 0, 1 s, 2 s, 4 s, .. 64 s.)

ACCESS_BURST_TYPE (1 bit field)
The ACCESS_BURST_TYPE field indicates if the 8 or 11 bit format shall be used in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the PTCCH uplink block (3GPP TS 44.004) and in the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGMENT message when the format is four access bursts. The field is coded according to the following table:

0
8-bit format shall be used
1
11-bit format shall be used

CONTROL_ACK_TYPE (1 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the default format of the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGMENT message:

0
default format is four access bursts
1
default format is RLC/MAC control block.

BS_CV_MAX (4 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter BS_CV_MAX. Range: 0 to 15. The value BS_CV_MAX=0 shall be interpreted as value BS_CV_MAX=1 for calculation of T3200 and N3104max values.

PAN_DEC (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter PAN_DEC. If the field in not included, the default value 0 shall be used. Range: 0 to 7.

PAN_INC (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter PAN_INC. If the field in not included, the default value 0 shall be used. Range: 0 to 7.

PAN_MAX (3 bit field)
This field defines the maximum value allowed for counter N3102.

Bit
3 2 1
0 0 0
maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 4
0 0 1
maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 8
. . .
1 1 1
maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 32

If the PAN_MAX field in not included, the default value 0 (i.e. N3102 max = 4) shall be used.

EGPRS_PACKET_CHANNEL_REQUEST (1 bit field)

0
EGPRS capable MSs shall use EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message for uplink TBF 
establishment on the PRACH when there is a PBCCH in the cell or on the RACH when there is no PBCCH in the cell.

1
EGPRS capable MSs shall use two phase packet access with PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message on the PRACH for uplink TBF establishment when there is a PBCCH in the cell. EGPRS capable MSs shall use two phase packet access with CHANNEL REQUEST message on the RACH when there is no PBCCH in the cell.

BEP_PERIOD (4 bit field)
This field contains the bit error probability (BEP) filter averaging period, refer to 3GPP TS 45.008.

PFC_FEATURE_MODE (1 bit field)

0
The network does not support packet flow context procedures. 
1
The network supports packet flow context procedures.

DTM_SUPPORT (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the cell supports DTM or not. It is coded as follows:

0
The cell does not support DTM procedures. 
1
The cell supports DTM procedures. 

CCN_ACTIVE (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether CCN is enabled in the cell or not. It is coded as follows:

0
CCN is disabled in the cell. 
1
CCN is enabled in the cell.

NW_EXT_UTBF (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the network supports the extended uplink TBF mode: 

0
The extended uplink TBF mode is not supported by the network. 
1
The extended uplink TBF mode is supported by the network.

BSS_PAGING_COORDINATION(1 bit field)
This field indicates the network support of CS paging co-ordination in packet transfer mode during network mode of operation II and III. This field shall be ignored by the mobile station during network mode of operation I.It is coded as follows:

0
The cell does not support Circuit-Switched paging coordination 
1
The cell supports Circuit-Switched paging coordination
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