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1. Introduction

To be added after streaming discussions…

2. Comments to section 6.2.3 of the TR 26.937 version 1.2.0

In the TR section 6.2.3 it is easy to get the impression that there are limitations of the maximum RTP payload size that can be transferred over the Gb interface compared to the maximum RTP payload size that can be transferred over Iu-ps interface. TSG GERAN would like to inform SA4 that there is no such limitation and that Gb can support the same maximum RTP payload size as the Iu-ps interface. 

The LLC protocol can support packet sizes up to at least 1500 octets. Even if a smaller value is used in some system the SNDCP protocol will segment the RTP payload packets in a flexible way completely transparent to the Application or IP layer. 

Reading this section is also easy to get the impression that SNDCP segmentation should be avoided or that the application should be SNDCP aware. TSG GERAN sees no reason to introduce this kind of thinking. In many cases SNDCP segmentation is more efficient than IP or Application controlled fragmentation. The reasons for this is that SNDCP segmentation only introduces additional SNDCP/LLC overhead while IP fragmentation also introduce both IP and SNDCP/LLC overhead. 

The assumption that there would be any limitation of the payload support over Gb is also not inline with what was stated in earlier LS from GERAN to SA4:

“There is in principle no limit to the IP packet size. The SNDCP layer will segment the IP packets if the limit of 1500 octets is exceeded. Therefore GERAN need not to expect upper layer PDUs larger than that, although the RLC protocol is defined in such way that it could, theoretically, handle upper layer PDUs of arbitrary length.”
So in conclusion TSG GERAN asks SA4 in upcoming CRs to the TR 26.937chapter 6.3.2 remove the “extreme fragmentation example 2” as well as remove or correct the section on packet size limitations over the Iu and Gb interfaces. 

3. Comments to section 6.4.2.1

This section also contains a number of errors. Both Iu (Rel-5) and A/Gb (Rel-99 onwards) mode support the same QoS parameters as UMTS. To a large extent also GERAN Iu and A/Gb mode also have the same radio characteristics. The comparison listed in this section between Gb and Iu is also not correct since for instance the support for delayed TBFs has been introduced both in Iu and A/Gb mode.

So in conclusion TSG GERAN asks SA4 to remove this section from the TR and in the future refrain from introducing detailed description of GERAN specific solutions without first confirming the assumptions with TSG GERAN. 

4. Other comments

To be added…

5. Actions to SA4:

· Make the corrections to the sections in the TR 26.937 as proposed in chapter 2 and 3 of this LS.

· To be added…
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