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3.4.19
Assignment to a Packet Data channel

This sub-clause is only applicable to mobile stations supporting the <<GPRS>> option.

When in dedicated mode or in group transmit mode, the network may wish to change the resources used by a mobile station that supports the <<GPRS option>>. This change may be performed through the assignment to a Packet Data Channel procedure.

The purpose of the assignment to PDCH channel procedure is to completely modify the physical channel configuration of the mobile station without frequency redefinition or change in synchronization while staying in the same cell.

The assignment to PDCH procedure only commences in dedicated mode or in group transmit mode. This procedure cannot be used in the idle mode.

The assignment to PDCH procedure includes:

-
the suspension of normal operation;

-
the release of the main signalling link, and of the other data links as defined in sub-clause 3.1.4, and the disconnection of TCHs if any;

-
the deactivation of previously assigned channels (layer 1);

-
The triggering of the establishment of a Temporary Block Flow.

The assignment to PDCH procedure is always initiated by the network.

3.4.19.1
Assignment to PDCH initiation

The network initiates the assignment to PDCH procedure by sending a PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message to the mobile station on the main signalling link. It then starts timer T3117.

NOTE:
The network should take into account limitations of certain mobile stations to understand formats used in the Frequency List IE and Cell Channel Description IE used in the PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message, see sub-clause 10.5.2.13 and sub-clause 10.5.2.1b.

When sending this message on the network side, and when receiving it on the mobile station side, all transmission of signalling layer messages except for those RR messages needed for this procedure and for abnormal cases is suspended until resumption is indicated. These RR messages can be deduced from sub-clauses 3.4.3 and 8.8 Radio Resource management.

Upon receipt of the PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message, the mobile station initiates a local end release of dedicated mode link layer connections, disconnects the physical channels, commands the switching to the identified channels and obeys the procedures relevant to the establishment of the Temporary Block Flow (see 3GPP TS 44.060). 
The PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message contains the description of either the uplink TBF or the downlink TBF.

The information on the power to be used on the target TBF shall not affect the power used on the old channel(s).

A PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message may indicate a frequency change in progress, with a starting time and possibly alternative channel descriptions.

In the case of the reception of a PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message which contains only the description of a TBF to be used after the starting time, the mobile station shall wait up to the starting time before using the TBF. If the starting time has already elapsed, the mobile shall use the TBF as an immediate reaction to the reception of the message (see 3GPP TS 45.010 for the timing constraints).

If the message contains both the description of a TBF to be used after the indicated time and of a TBF to be used before, the mobile station uses the TBF as an immediate reaction to the reception of the message. If the moment the mobile station is ready to access is before the indicated time, the mobile station uses the TBF described for before the starting time. The mobile station then changes to the TBF described for after the starting time at the indicated time. New parameters can be frequency list, MAIO and HSN. Other parameters describing the allocated channels shall be identical to the parameters described for before the starting time. If the moment the mobile station is ready to access is after the starting time, the mobile station uses the TBF described for after the starting time.

If frequency hopping is applied, the cell allocation if present in the message is used to decode the mobile allocation. If the cell allocation is not included, the mobile station uses its current cell allocation, the current CA is the last CA received on the BCCH. Afterward, the current CA may be changed by some messages sent on the main signalling link containing a CA (the possible messages are: ASSIGNMENT COMMAND, HANDOVER COMMAND and FREQUENCY REDEFINITION). Note that there are cases in which the current CA is undefined, see sub-clause 3.4.3.3.

The PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND does not contain a cipher mode setting IE. Any RR layer ciphering that may have been applied in dedicated mode shall not be applied to the target TBF.

3.4.19.2
Completion of the Assignment to PDCH procedure

The network regards the procedure as successfully completed when RLC/MAC blocks are received from the mobile station on the target TBF. The network then stops timer T3117.

The mobile station regards the procedure as successfully completed when it starts using the new resources.

3.4.19.3
Abnormal cases

If the mobile station has no current CA and if it needs a CA to analyse the PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message, it stays on the current channel(s) and sends an ASSIGNMENT FAILURE message with cause "no cell allocation available".

If the PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message instructs the mobile station to use a Coding Scheme that it does not support then the mobile station shall return an ASSIGNMENT FAILURE message with cause "channel mode unacceptable", and the mobile station shall remain on the current channel(s) and uses the old Channel Description or Channel Mode(s).

If the PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message instructs the mobile station to use a frequency that it is not capable of, then the mobile station shall return an ASSIGNMENT FAILURE message with cause "frequency not implemented", and the mobile station shall remain on the current channel(s).

If the mobile station receives a PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message with a Frequency List IE indicating frequencies that are not all in one band, then the mobile station shall stay on the current channel(s) and send an ASSIGNMENT FAILURE message with cause "frequency not implemented". If the mobile station receives a PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message with a Mobile Allocation IE indexing frequencies that are not all in one band, then the mobile station shall stay on the current channel(s) and send an ASSIGNMENT FAILURE message with cause "frequency not implemented".

NOTE:
A PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message sent to a multi band mobile station shall not be considered invalid because it indicates frequencies that are all in a different frequency band to that of the current channel.


When receiving the ASSIGNMENT FAILURE message, the network stops T3117.


On the network side, if timer T3117 elapses before either the network receives an RLC/MAC block from the mobile station on the new channel, or, an ASSIGNMENT FAILURE message is received on the old channels, then the old channels and the new resources are released, except that, if the old channel was a VGCS channel, the old channel shall be maintained and the uplink shall be set free.

On the network side, lower layer failure occurring on the old channels after the sending of the PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message are ignored.

 =================================next modification=====================================

11
List of system parameters

The description of timers in the following table should be considered a brief summary. The precise details are found in clauses 3 to 6, which should be considered the definitive descriptions.

11.1
Timers and counters for radio resource management

11.1.1
Timers on the mobile station side

T3122:
This timer is used during random access, after the receipt of an IMMEDIATE ASSIGN REJECT message.


Its value is given by the network in the IMMEDIATE ASSIGN REJECT message.

T3124:
This timer is used in the seizure procedure during a hand-over, when the two cells are not synchronized.


Its purpose is to detect the lack of answer from the network to the special signal.


Its value is set to 675 ms if the channel type of the channel allocated in the HANDOVER COMMAND is an SDCCH (+ SACCH); otherwise its value is set to 320 ms.

T3126:
This timer is started either


after sending the maximum allowed number of CHANNEL REQUEST messages during an immediate assignment procedure.

or


on receipt of an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT REJECT message,


whichever occurs first.


It is stopped at receipt of an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message, or an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT EXTENDED message.


At its expiry, the immediate assignment procedure is aborted.


The minimum value of this timer is equal to the time taken by T+2S slots of the mobile station's RACH. S and T are defined in sub-clause 3.3.1.2. The maximum value of this timer is 5 seconds.

T3128:
This timer is started when the mobile station starts the uplink investigation procedure and the uplink is busy.


It is stopped at receipt of the first UPLINK FREE message.


At its expiry, the uplink investigation procedure is aborted.


The value of this timer is set to 1 second.

T3130:
This timer is started after sending the first UPLINK ACCESS message during a VGCS uplink access procedure.


It is stopped at receipt of a VGCS ACCESS GRANT message.


At its expiry, the uplink access procedure is aborted.


The value of this timer is set to 5 seconds.

T3110:
This timer is used to delay the channel deactivation after the receipt of a (full) CHANNEL RELEASE. Its purpose is to let some time for disconnection of the main signalling link.


Its value is set to such that the DISC frame is sent twice in case of no answer from the network. (It should be chosen to obtain a good probability of normal termination (i.e. no time out of T3109) of the channel release procedure.) 

T3134
This timer is used in the seizure procedure during an RR network controlled cell change order procedure. Its purpose is to detect the lack of answer from the network or the lack of availability of the target cell.


Its value is set to 5 seconds. 

T3142:
The timer is used during packet access on CCCH and during packet access while in dedicated mode. It is started after the receipt of an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT REJECT or a DTM REJECT message.


Its value is given by the network in the IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT REJECT or DTM REJECT message.

T3148:
This timer is used during DTM establishment in dedicated mode.

It is started after sending a DTM REQUEST message during a packet access procedure while in dedicated mode.

It is stopped at the receipt of one of the following messages:

· DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND

· PACKET ASSIGNMENT 

· DTM REJECT

· ASSIGNMENT COMMAND

· HANDOVER COMMAND

At its expiry, the packet access procedure is aborted.

Its value is 4 seconds.

T3146:
This timer is started either


after sending the maximum allowed number of CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages during a packet access procedure.

or


on receipt of an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT REJECT message during a packet access procedure,


whichever occurs first.


It is stopped at receipt of an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message, or an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT EXTENDED message.


At its expiry, the packet access procedure is aborted.


The minimum value of this timer is equal to the time taken by T+2S slots of the mobile station's RACH. S and T are defined in sub-clause 3.3.1.2. The maximum value of this timer is 5 seconds.

T3164:
This timer is used during packet access using CCCH. It is started at the receipt of an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message.


It is stopped at the transmission of a RLC/MAC block on the assigned temporary block flow, see 3GPP TS 44.060.


At expire, the mobile station returns to the packet idle mode.


The value of the timer is 5 seconds.

T3190:
The timer is used during packet downlink assignment on CCCH. It is started at the receipt of an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message.


It is stopped at the receipt of a RLC data block addressed to the mobile station on the assigned temporary block flow, see 3GPP TS 44.060.


At expiry, the mobile station returns to the packet idle mode.


The value of the timer is 5 seconds.

T3204:
This timer is used by a mobile station with non-GSM capabilities. The timer is started after sending the first CHANNEL REQUEST during a packet access procedure. The CHANNEL REQUEST was sent requesting a single block packet access and the purpose of the packet access procedure is to send a PACKET PAUSE message.

It is stopped at the receipt of an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message granting a single block period on an assigned packet uplink resource.

At expiry, the packet access procedure is aborted.

The value of the timer is 1 second.

11.1.2
Timers on the network side

T3101:
This timer is started when a channel is allocated with an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message. It is stopped when the MS has correctly seized the channels.


Its value is network dependent.

NOTE:
It could be higher than the maximum time for a L2 establishment attempt.

T3103:
This timer is started by the sending of a HANDOVER message and is normally stopped when the MS has correctly seized the new channel. Its purpose is to keep the old channels sufficiently long for the MS to be able to return to the old channels, and to release the channels if the MS is lost.


Its value is network dependent.

NOTE:
It could be higher than the maximum transmission time of the HANDOVER COMMAND, plus the value of T3124, plus the maximum duration of an attempt to establish a data link in multiframe mode.)

T3105:
This timer is used for the repetition of the PHYSICAL INFORMATION message during the hand-over procedure.


Its value is network dependent.

NOTE:
This timer may be set to such a low value that the message is in fact continuously transmitted.

T3107:
This timer is started by the sending of an ASSIGNMENT COMMAND or a DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message and is normally stopped when the MS has correctly seized the new RR channels.


Its purpose is to keep the old channel sufficiently long for the MS to be able to return to the old channels, and to release the channels if the MS is lost.


Its value is network dependent.

NOTE:
It could be higher than the maximum transmission time of the ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message plus twice the maximum duration of an attempt to establish a data link multiframe mode.

T3109:
This timer is started when a lower layer failure is detected by the network, when it is not engaged in a RF procedure. It is also used in the channel release procedure.


Its purpose is to release the channels in case of loss of communication.


Its value is network dependent.

NOTE:
Its value should be large enough to ensure that the MS detects a radio link failure.

T3111:
This timer is used to delay the channel deactivation after disconnection of the main signalling link. Its purpose is to let some time for possible repetition of the disconnection.


Its value is equal to the value of T3110.

T3113:
This timer is started when the network has sent a PAGING REQUEST message and is stopped when the network has received the PAGING RESPONSE message.


Its value is network dependent.

NOTE:
The value could allow for repetitions of the Channel Request message and the requirements associated with T3101.

T3115:
This timer is used for the repetition of the VGCS UPLINK GRANT message during the uplink access procedure.


Its value is network dependent.

NOTE:
This timer may be set to such a low value that the message is in fact continuously transmitted. 

T3117:
This timer is started by the sending of a PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message and is normally stopped when the MS has correctly accessed the target TBF.


Its purpose is to keep the old channel sufficiently long for the MS to be able to return to the old channels, and to release the channels if the MS is lost.


Its value is network dependent.

NOTE:
It could be higher than the maximum transmission time of the PDCH ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message plus T3132 plus the maximum duration of an attempt to establish a data link in multiframe mode.

T3119:
This timer is started by the sending of a RR-CELL CHANGE ORDER message and is normally stopped when the MS has correctly accessed the new cell. Its purpose is to keep the old channels sufficiently long for the MS to be able to return to the old channels, and to release the channels if the MS is lost.


Its value is network dependent.

NOTE:
It could be higher than the maximum transmission time of the RR_CELL CHANGE ORDER, plus T3134, plus the maximum duration of an attempt to establish a data link in multiframe mode. 

T3121:
This timer is started by the sending of an INTER SYSTEM TO UTRAN HANDOVER message and is normally stopped when the MS has correctly seized the UTRAN channel(s). Its purpose is to keep the old channels sufficiently long for the MS to be able to return to the old channels, and to release the channels if the MS is lost.


Its value is network dependent.
T3123:
This timer is started by the sending of an INTER SYSTEM TO CDMA2000 HANDOVER message and is normally stopped when the MS has correctly seized the CDMA2000 channel(s). Its purpose is to keep the old channels sufficiently long for the MS to be able to return to the old channels, and to release the channels if the MS is lost.


Its value is network dependent.


T3141:
This timer is started when a temporary block flow is allocated with an IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message during a packet access procedure. It is stopped when the mobile station has correctly seized the temporary block flow.


Its value is network dependent.
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