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1. Overall Description:

TSG CN4 would like to thank RAN3 and SA2 for their LS’s R3-021795, R3-021816  and S2-022054  on Shared Networks.

In response to the action for CN4 outlined in LS R3-021795, CN4 would like to confirm that the RAN3 assumption:

	The understanding in TSG RAN WG3 is that the underlying assumption in TSG CN WG4 is that all the Subscriber Access Information (for instance, to which SNA the Subscriber is allowed to access) is located in the Anchor MSC and, during a Handover in CS Domain involving 2 MSCs, it is passed over to the Non-Anchor MSC over the E-interface


is indeed correct.

In response to the action for CN4 outlined in LS S2-022054 and LS R3-021816 asking for modifications of the relevant TS’s, CN4 could unfortunately not agree on a single solution to transport the SNA Access Information from anchor MSC to non anchor MSC for an inter-MSC Handover.

The discussion point has been whether the SNA Access Information should be transferred from anchor MSC to non anchor MSC as MAP parameter of the MAP operation Prepare Handover, or as a BSSMAP parameter to be carried in the BSSMAP Handover Request message encapsulated in the MAP operation Prepare Handover for the Inter MSC GSM to GSM, UMTS to GSM and GSM to UMTS Handover.

The majority view expressed at CN4 was that the transport at BSSMAP level is preferred, but this preference needs to be confirmed by GERAN. 

The first alternative solution, transport at MAP level, can be completed by modifications to only CN4 specifications.

The second alternative solution, transport at BSSMAP level, requires modifications to CN4 specifications and to specifications in the remit of GERAN.

However, in the wish to provide a solution in the required time frame, CN4 has agreed to produce two sets of CR’s to the relevant specifications.

The first set being all the necessary modifications needed if the transport of the SNA Access Information at MAP level is used. The set consists of a CR on 29.002 and one on 29.010.

The second set being all the necessary modifications needed on CN4 specifications if the transport of the SNA Access Information at BSSMAP level is used. This second set of CR’s depends on the approval at GERAN of all the CR’s necessary to GERAN specifications (e.g. 48.008). This set consists of only one CR on 29.010.

Moreover two additional CR’s have been agreed, one of them together with CN1. Those CR’s, on 23.003 and 23.009, are equally applicable for both solutions.

In response to the action for CN4 outlined in LS S2-022054, CN4 would like to reassure SA2 that the modifications agreed for both solutions cater for the requirements on Shared Network in connected mode for all relevant traffic cases including GSM to UMTS inter-MSC handover. 

It’s CN4 assessment that no further work is necessary on CN4 specifications.

NOTE: The agreed CR’s are attached to this LS in three zip files. One for the CR’s implementing the transport at MAP level, one for the CR implementing the transport at BSSMAP level, one for the CR’s independent of the selected transport.

2. Actions:

To  RAN3, SA2

ACTION: 
CN4 kindly asks RAN3 and SA2 to note CN4 reply to their LS’s.

To  GERAN, GERAN2

ACTION: 
CN4 kindly asks GERAN and GERAN2 to investigate on the feasibility and appropriateness of transporting the SNA Access Information at BSSMAP level, and, if deemed so, to produce the necessary CR’s to the relevant specifications.
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