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There has been much recent debate as to whether the A/Gb mode of GERAN can and should be enhanced to provide conversational services in the packet domain, rather than to use the already well advanced Iu-mode of operation.

Whatever the conclusion of the discussion is Orange believes that it is fundamental that there is no split in the industry community on the choice of mode that is standardised and subsequently taken forward into product. For this reason any decision needs to be undertaken with a full consensus. Standardisation resource is limited and needs to be focussed on relevant topics based on operator requirements.  

It appears that enhancement of the GERAN A/Gb mode to support conversational service class could lead to major modifications of the protocol stack on a scale similar to the work done for Iu mode already. For this reason Orange does not believe that the argument of step by step evolution is realistic.

Orange is also aware that introduction of GERAN Iu in R5 needs further work and for this reason standardisation work needs to be allocated carefully and thus to existing plan instead of changing it to a new task. If it is the case it will lead to delay or perhaps to effectively remove Iu from the standard. 

To support conversational services in the packet domain, GERAN Iu-mode will bring higher flexibility for and will allow a greater convergence of both UTRAN and GERAN architecture. For instance Iur-g will allow common RRM and enhanced mobility management between both RATs. Importantly also, synergy is provided within the core, avoiding the need to continue to provide two core networks. 

For all these reasons, Orange wishes to limit the enhancement of GERAN A/Gb mode to only the three first service classes (background, interactive and streaming) leaving the Iu mode as the sole means to provide conversational services.







