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GERAN 2 has identifed a possible interoperability problem in 3GPP TS 08.08/48.008 related to Cell Identifier (Serving) IE in HANDOVER REQUEST message in UMTS to GSM handover: 

The length of Cell Identifier (Serving) IE in HANDOVER REQUEST message is 10 octets, which allows the inclusion of PLMN identity (3 octets), LAC (2 octets) and SAC (2 octets) in addition of Element identifier, Length and Cell Identification Discriminator which are included in the first 3 octets of Cell Identifier IE. In 3GPP TS 25.413 (section 9.3.4 Information Element Definitions) the definition of SAI includes in addition of PLMN identity, LAC and SAC also protocol extension container.

Since the length of Cell Identifier (Serving) IE in HANDOVER REQUEST message is 10 octets, it is clarified that the SAI is coded as defined in 3GPP TS 25.413 but without the protocol extension container.

GERAN 2 would like to inform CN4 of the provided correction to 3GPP TS 08.08/48.008 in the attached CRs.

Actions to CN4:

GERAN 2 would also like to request CN4 to check whether this possible interoperability problem requires correction also in specifications under CN4 responsibility, e.g. 3GPP TS 29.002.
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