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9
Radio Link Control (RLC) procedures in packet transfer mode

9.0
General

The RLC function is responsible for:

-
Interface primitives allowing the transfer of upper layer PDUs  between the upper layer and the MAC function.

-
Segmentation of upper layer PDUs into RLC data blocks and re-assembly of RLC data blocks into upper layer PDUs.

-
Segmentation of RLC/MAC control messages into RLC/MAC control blocks and re-assembly of RLC/MAC control messages from RLC/MAC control blocks.

-
Backward Error Correction (BEC) procedures enabling the selective retransmission of RLC data blocks.

In this clause Packet Ack/Nack refers to any of the following messages:

-
PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK.

-
PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK.

In this clause PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK also refers to EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK, unless anything else is stated.

Additionally the following definitions apply:

-
Sequence Number Space (SNS): 2048 in EGPRS, and 128 in GPRS.

-
Window Size (WS): 64 to 1024 in EGPRS; 64 in GPRS.

9.1
Procedures and parameters for peer-to-peer operation

A TBF is comprised of two peer entities, which are the RLC endpoints. Each RLC endpoint has a receiver that receives RLC/MAC blocks. Each RLC endpoint also has a transmitter that transmits RLC/MAC blocks.

Each endpoint's receiver has a receive window of size WS (see clause 9.1.9). In RLC acknowledged mode, the receive window is defined by the receive state variable V(Q) in the following inequality[ V(Q) £ BSN < V(Q)+ WS ] modulo SNS (for the method of interpreting inequalities in this format refer to clause 9.1.8). All BSNs which meet that criteria are valid within the receive window. In RLC unacknowledged mode, all values of BSN are within the receive window. An RLC data block is considered received, when it is received in a layer 1 frame with consistent parity bits (in EGPRS TBF mode: header and relevant data parity bits) and correctly addresses the receiving RLC endpoint.

Each endpoint's transmitter has a transmit window of size WS. In RLC acknowledged mode, the transmit window is defined by the send state variable V(S) in the following inequality: [ V(A) £ BSN < V(S) ] modulo SNS, where [ V(S) - V(A) ] modulo SNS £ WS. All BSNs which meet that criteria are valid within the transmit window. In RLC unacknowledged mode, all values of BSN are within the transmit window.

9.1.0
Round-trip delay BS_CV_MAX
The round-trip delay is a representation of the time elapsed in error-free conditions between a request and the associated response (e.g. polling and acknowledgement). The round-trip delay is denoted BS_CV_MAX, and is defined according to the following equation.
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BS_CV_MAX2

is a parameter broadcast in system information (GPRS Cell Options IE)
Trx_Time
is the assumed time it takes to transmit an RLC/MAC block over the air interface, in milliseconds. Trx_Time shall take the values as defined in the table below
NOTE:
BS_CV_MAX is not necessarily an integer
Table 9.1.x: Transmission times
	Logical Channel
	Trx_Time in milliseconds

	PDTCH/F
	20

	PACCH/F
	

	PDTCH/H
	35

	PACCH/H
	


9.3.1
Countdown procedure

9.3.1.1
General

The mobile station shall send the Countdown Value (CV) in each uplink RLC data block to indicate the current number of remaining RLC data blocks for the uplink TBF. The CV shall be calculated as follows:
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where:

TBC = 
total number of RLC data blocks currently to be transmitted in the TBF.

BSN' = 
absolute block sequence number of the RLC data block, with range from 0 to (TBC - 1).

NTS = 
number of timeslots assigned to the uplink TBF in the assignment message, with range 1 to 8.

K = 
2 when commanded MCS is MCS-7, MCS-8 or MCS-9, otherwise K=1,


the function round() rounds upwards to the nearest integer.

BS_CV_MAX
is defined in subclause 9.1.0,


the division operation is non-integer and results in zero only for (TBC - BSN' - 1) = 0.

When the mobile station transmits the last RLC data block currently in the send buffer for the TBF (i.e. the RLC data block with BSN' = TBC - 1), the RLC data block shall have CV set to the value '0'.

When an EGPRS RLC/MAC block for data transfer consists of two RLC data blocks, a CV value is calculated for each block and the CV of the RLC/MAC header refers to the second RLC data block.

12.24
GPRS Cell Options

The GPRS Cell Options information element is used to control a set of cell options related to GPRS.

This information element may include a nested Extension Bit information element to allow future extension of cell option parameters.

Table 12.24.1: GPRS Cell Options information element

	< GPRS Cell Options IE > ::=


< NMO : bit (2) >


< T3168 : bit (3) >


< T3192 : bit (3) >


< DRX_TIMER_MAX : bit (3) >


< ACCESS_BURST_TYPE : bit >


< CONTROL_ACK_TYPE : bit >


< BS_CV_MAX2 : bit (4) >


{ 0 | 1
< PAN_DEC : bit (3) >




< PAN_INC : bit (3) >




< PAN_MAX : bit (3) > }


-- Optional extension information:

{ 0 | 1
<Extension Length : bit (6)>




< bit (val(Extension Length) + 1)




& { <Extension Information > ! { bit ** = <no string> } } > } ;


	< Extension Information> : : =


{ {
-- R99 extension:


{ 0 | 1 – EGPRS supported by the cell if the choice bit is set to '1'




< EGPRS_PACKET_CHANNEL_REQUEST : bit >





< BEP_PERIOD : bit (4) > }



< PFC_FEATURE_MODE: bit >



< DTM_SUPPORT: bit >



< BSS_PAGING_COORDINATION: bit > }


{
-- REL‑4 extension:


< CCN_ACTIVE : bit >



< NW_EXT_UTBF : bit > }


< spare bit > ** 
} // ; 

-- Extension information may be truncated between released versions of the protocol.










-- The receiver shall assume the value zero for any truncated bit.




Table 12.24.2: GPRS Cell Options information element details

	NMO (2 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the Network Mode of Operation, see 3GPP TS 23.060:

Bit
2 1
0 0

Network Mode of Operation I
0 1

Network Mode of Operation II
1 0

Network Mode of Operation III
1 1

Reserved.

	T3168 (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the timeout value of timer T3168. Range: 0 to 7. The timeout value is given as the binary value plus one in units of 500 ms.

	T3192 (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the timeout value of timer T3192. Range: 0 to 7. The timeout value is given in the following table. In the case of 0 ms, timer is not started and the mobile station follows procedures defined in clauses 9.3.2.5 and 9.3.3.5:

 bit
3 2 1
0 0 0

500 ms
0 0 1

1000 ms
0 1 0

1500 ms
0 1 1

0 ms
1 0 0

80 ms
1 0 1

120 ms
1 1 0

160 ms
1 1 1

200 ms

	DRX_TIMER_MAX (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter DRX_TIMER_MAX. Range: 0 to 7. The parameter value is given as two taken to the power of the binary value minus one (2 (bv - 1) ) in units of 1 second. The binary value zero indicates the parameter value zero (i.e, the parameter takes the values: 0, 1 s, 2 s, 4 s, .. 64 s.)

	ACCESS_BURST_TYPE (1 bit field)
The ACCESS_BURST_TYPE field indicates if the 8 or 11 bit format shall be used in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the PTCCH uplink block (3GPP TS 44.004) and in the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGMENT message when the format is four access bursts. The field is coded according to the following table:

0
8-bit format shall be used
1
11-bit format shall be used

	CONTROL_ACK_TYPE (1 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the default format of the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGMENT message:

0
default format is four access bursts
1
default format is RLC/MAC control block.

	BS_CV_MAX2 (4 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter BS_CV_MAX2. Range: 0 to 15. The value BS_CV_MAX2=0 shall be interpreted as value BS_CV_MAX2=1 for calculation of T3200 and N3104max values.

	PAN_DEC (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter PAN_DEC. If the field in not included, the default value 0 shall be used. Range: 0 to 7.

	PAN_INC (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter PAN_INC. If the field in not included, the default value 0 shall be used. Range: 0 to 7.

	PAN_MAX (3 bit field)
This field defines the maximum value allowed for counter N3102.

 bit
3 2 1
0 0 0

maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 4
0 0 1

maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 8
 . . .
1 1 1

maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 32

If the PAN_MAX field in not included, the default value 0 (i.e. N3102 max = 4) shall be used.

	EGPRS_PACKET_CHANNEL_REQUEST (1 bit field)
0
EGPRS capable MSs shall use EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message for uplink TBF 

establishment on the PRACH when there is a PBCCH in the cell or on the RACH when there is no 

PBCCH in the cell.
1
EGPRS capable MSs shall use two phase packet access with PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message on the

PRACH for uplink TBF establishment when there is a PBCCH in 

the cell. EGPRS capable MSs shall use two phase packet access with 

CHANNEL REQUEST message on the RACH when there is no PBCCH in the cell.

	BEP_PERIOD (4 bit field)
This field contains the bit error probability (BEP) filter averaging period, refer to 3GPP TS 45.008.

	PFC_FEATURE_MODE (1 bit field)
0
The network does not support packet flow context procedures. 
1
The network supports packet flow context procedures.

	DTM_SUPPORT (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the cell supports DTM or not. It is coded as follows:
0
The cell does not support DTM procedures. 
1
The cell supports DTM procedures. 

	CCN_ACTIVE (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether CCN is enabled in the cell or not.  It is coded as follows:
0
CCN is disabled in the cell. 
1
CCN is enabled in the cell.

	NW_EXT_UTBF (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the network supports the extended uplink TBF mode: 
0
The extended uplink TBF mode is not supported by the network. 
1
The extended uplink TBF mode is supported by the network.

	BSS_PAGING_COORDINATION(1 bit field)
This field indicates the network support of CS paging co-ordination in packet transfer mode during network mode of operation II and III. This field shall be ignored by the mobile station during network mode of operation I.It is coded as follows:
0
The cell does not support Circuit-Switched paging coordination 
1
The cell supports Circuit-Switched paging coordination
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