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General description of synchronization system

This clause gives a general description of the synchronization system. Detailed requirements are given in clauses 3 to 7.

The BTS sends signals on the BCCH or, for COMPACT on the CPBCCH, to enable the MS to synchronize itself to the BTS and if necessary correct its frequency standard to be in line with that of the BTS. The signals sent by the BTS for these purposes are:

a)
Frequency correction bursts;

b)
Synchronization bursts.

The timings of timeslots, TDMA frames, TCH frames, control channel frames, and (for COMPACT) the rotation of time groups are all related to a common set of counters which run continuously whether the MS and BTS are transmitting or not. Thus, once the MS has determined the correct setting of these counters, all its processes are synchronized to the current serving BTS.

The MS times its transmissions to the BTS in line with those received from the BTS. The BTS sends to each MS a "timing advance" parameter (TA) according to the perceived round trip propagation delay BTS‑MS‑BTS. The MS advances its timing by this amount, with the result that signals from different MS's arriving at the BTS and compensated for propagation delay. This process is called "adaptive frame alignment".

Additionally, synchronization functions may be implemented in both the MS and the BTS to support the so‑called pseudo synchronization scheme. The support of this scheme is optional except that MS shall measure and report the Observed Timing Difference (OTD), which is a mandatory requirement. The detailed specifications of the pseudo‑synchronization scheme are included in annex A.
For the different classes of MS with support of packet-switched channels, additional information on applicable procedures for Timing advance when operating in different modes is available in 03.64 [3].
In CTS, the CTS-FP sends signals on the CTSBCH to enable the MS to synchronize itself to the CTS-FP and if necessary correct its frequency standard to be in line with that of the CTS-FP.

The signals sent by the CTS-FP for these purposes are:

a)
Frequency correction bursts;

b)
Synchronization bursts.

The timings of timeslots, TDMA frames, CTSBCH, CTSARCH, CTSAGCH and CTSPCH frames are all related to a first common set of counters which run continuously whether the CTS-MS and CTS-FP are transmitting or not. Thus, once the CTS-MS has determined the correct setting of these first counters, the CTS-MS is able to attach to the current serving CTS-FP. In addition, during CTS-MS attachment, the CTS-FP sends to the CTS-MS the remaining counters for SACCH and TCH frames. Then, all processes of the CTS-MS are synchronized to the current serving CTS-FP.

The CTS-MS times its transmissions to the CTS-FP in line with those received from the CTS-FP. The timing advance parameter is set to zero for CTS.

Additionally, the CTS-FP may be assisted by a CTS-MS to adjust its frequency source. When required by the CTS-FP, the CTS-MS estimates if possible and reports the Observed Frequency Offset of the CTS-FP with a specified BTS. The CTS-FP may then adjust its frequency source according to this value.

***   Next modified section   ***

5.6
Delay tracking

5.6.1
For circuit switched channels

The BTS shall thereafter continuously monitor the delay of the normal bursts sent by from the MS. If the delay changes by more than one symbol period, the timing advance shall be advanced or retarded 1 and the new value signalled to the MS.

Restricting the change in timing advance to 1 symbol period at a time gives the simplest implementation of the BTS. However the BTS may use a larger change than this but great care must then be used in the BTS design.

5.6.2
For packet switched channels

The BTS shall perform the continuous update timing advance mechanism for all MS working in packet transfer mode for which an PTCCH subchannel is assigned, except for MS class A in dedicated mode. Therefore the BTS shall monitor the delay of the access bursts sent by the MS on PTCCH and respond with timing advance values for all MS performing the procedure on that PDCH. These timing advance values shall be sent via a downlink signalling message on PTCCH.

The BTS shall update the timing advance values in the next downlink signalling message following the access burst.

The BTS may also monitor the delay of the normal bursts and access bursts sent by the MS on PDTCH and PACCH. Whenever an updating of TA is needed, the BTS may send the new TA value in a power control/timing advance message (see 3GPP TS 04.60).

For MS class A in dedicated or dual transfer mode the BTS shall follow the procedure described in subclause 5.6.1.


***   Next modified section   ***

6.5
Application of Timing Advance

6.5.1
For circuit switched channels

When the MS receives a new value of TA from the BTS on the SACCH, it shall implement the new value of TA at the first TDMA frame belonging to the next reporting period (as defined in 3GPP TS 05.08), after the SACCH frame containing the new TA value. On channels used for a voice group call, the TA value sent by the BTS applies only to an MS currently allocated the uplink.

The MS shall signal the used TA to the BTS on the SACCH.

6.5.2
For packet switched channels

The following requirements apply for all MS in packet transfer mode, except MS class A in dedicated mode:

The MS shall transmit access bursts with TA value=0.

Within the packet resource assignments (see 3GPP TS 04.08 and 3GPP TS 04.60) for uplink or downlink messages the MS gets the Timing Advance Index (TAI). The MS shall send access bursts on the subchannel defined by the TAI on the PTCCH. These access bursts received on PTCCH are used by the BTS to derive the timing advance.

When the MS receives the updated value of TA from the BTS on the downlink PTCCH, it shall always use the last received TA value for the uplink transmission of normal bursts.

If an MS is allocated different TAI values for simultaneous uplink and downlink packet transfer, the MS may chose to use any one or both PTCCH subchannels. If two subchannels are used, the MS shall always use the received TA value corresponding to the last transmitted PTCCH uplink burst.

If the MS receives a packet resource assignment or power control/timing advance message (see 3GPP TS 04.08 and 3GPP TS 04.60) without a TAI, the MS shall not use the continuous timing advance procedure.

Upon initiation of the continuous timing advance procedure the MS shall disregard the TA values on PTCCH until it has sent its first access burst on PTCCH.

The network may request the MS to send 4 access bursts to calculate a new TA value. For this purpose the network sets the system information element CONTROL_ACK_TYPE to indicate that the MS is to respond with a PACKET_CONTROL_ACKNOWLEDGEMENT consisting of 4 access bursts (see 3GPP TS 04.60), and sends a PACKET_POLLING_REQUEST to the MS. In this case, the MS shall transmit 4 consecutive access bursts on the assigned resources.

If the MS receives a packet resource assignment or power control/timing advance message (see 3GPP TS 04.08 and 3GPP TS 04.60), the MS shall use the included TA value for normal burst transmissions until it receives a new value on PTCCH. If the message does not contain a TA value, the MS shall not change its TA value.

When entering packet transfer mode, the MS is not allowed to transmit normal bursts until it has received a valid TA value by any of the methods described above. 

A MS class A in dedicated or dual transfer mode shall follow the procedures described in subclause 6.5.1.
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