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TSG GERAN WG2 has continued its work on the work-item “LCS for GERAN in A/Gb mode” and are currently addressing the issue of Inter BSS Cell Change.

The current solution allows the positioning procedure to continue after a cell change in GPRS (contrary to the GSM CS domain, where a handover causes the positioning procedure to be aborted). However, there is a situation where this may cause a problem, the Inter BSS Cell Change. In this situation, the connection from the SMLC to the BSS will be lost and the procedure needs to be aborted.

In order to handle this situation GERAN WG2 has decided to adopt a solution where the positioning procedure is aborted by the BSS when an Inter BSS Cell Change occurs (see more details in enclosed document GP-011987).

GERAN2 would like SA2 and CN1 to consider the chosen solution.

Based on this solution, some changes are expected to be needed in two specifications under the control of SA2 and CN1.

3GPP TS 23.271 (LCS Stage Two) is expected to need some updates to the SGSN error handling. The changes that are foreseen are that the SGSN may receive an indication that the RRLP transaction to the MS is still active from GERAN when the response to a location request is returned. When this indication is received, the SGSN shall send a TOM message to the target MS with a positioning abort indication.

3GPP TS 44.064 (LLC) is expected to need some updates to the definition of the TOM protocol. The change that is foreseen is to define a new indication in the TOM header to be used when the SGSN sends a positioning abort to the MS.

