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In addition to the response to the TSG GERAN Liaison Statement to EPTETRA (generated by EPTETRA plenary meeting 16), the EPT Management Committee & EPTWG4 have studied the liaison statementto EPT WG4,  and recognise that it is necessary to indicate those  areas where  closer co-operation between EPT and GERAN seems to be essential. The EPT MC & EPTWG4 would in particular welcome a placeholder for the obvious differences between the GSM and the TAPS standard to avoid any potential conflicts in the future. Also, as mentioned in your liaison, it is important to avoid the two standards diverging because of the maintenance work that is always in progress. 

EPT MC & WG4 also seek advice on a problem described in an input statement from MSG to TC ERM (document ERM15_087), suggesting that certain requirements of GSM might have been omitted from the TAPS document. EPT MC & WG4 believe that the requirements of GSM are included, and if there are any that have been omitted it is a result of oversight. EPT MC & WG4 are conscious of the fact that the co-existence requirements of operation around 915 MHz are demanding. It would be beneficial if these requirements could be included in the GERAN responsibility area, in order to develop the necessary confidence that TAPS will not generate interference into GSM. A reference to the CEPT SE report on TAPS coexistence in this band (currently being developed) would also provide additional confidence.

EPTWG4 (and potentially the EPT MC) suggest that a meeting with TSG GERAN, to discuss how we can best deal with the above-mentioned issues, would be beneficial. Solutions may include a closer co-operation with EPT MC and participation by EPTWG4 in parts of the work in TSG GERAN. It may also be necessary to consider transferring certain parts of the TAPS standard into GERAN to overcome some of the problems highlighted.

EPT MC & WG4 are aware that not all of the more specific questions raised in the GERAN Liaison Statement have been answered but it is felt that the more fundamental issues  must be dealt with first, during which  a number of the more detailed questions may  be resolved. 

EPT MC & WG4 await a response from TSG GERAN, including views on the proposed actions, and look forward to closer co-operation in the future.

