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1. Overall Description:

TSG-RAN WG2 have discussed the use of the information element "ICS version" sent by the UE in UE capabilities.

It is the understanding of TSG-RAN2 that the current practice related to testing in TSG-T WG1 can be characterised as follows:

· In order to minimise the adminstration of test specifications, only one release of TS 34.123-1 and TS 34.123-2 shall be maintained. This means that the REL-4 test specifications will also include all the R99 test cases. In 34.123-2 a column will show from which release a test case is applicable

· In september the first REL-4 specific test cases (for 1.28 Mcps TDD) have been introduced. Due to this a REL-4 version was created for TS 34.123-1 and -2. Together with this a final R99 version has been created for these specifications (v3.5.0, although that version only states that all R99 test cases are specified in the REL-4 version. 

In line with the above, a R99 UE may claim to have been tested by means of the v4.2 version of the test specifications. However, in this case only test cases relevant for R99 apply.

Considering the current practice in TSG-T WG1 and the possible use of this information in UTRAN, TSG-RAN WG2 have discussed to modify the existing IE “ICS version” by replacing it with two separate IEs:

· Protocol Release Indicator (PRI): indicating the release of the protocol supported by the UE e.g. R99, REL-4

· Conformance Specification Version (CSV): indicating the version of the tests against which the UE has been tested. This relates to the version of the conformance test specifications (see below)

Let’s further consider the application of CSV parameter for a R99 UE. The release 99 functionality is specified by the following test specifications: v3.0, v3.1, v3.2, v3.2, v3.3, v3.4, v4.0, etc. As long as these versions of the test specifications cover the same functionality (RABs, configurations, etc), it is irrelevant for UTRAN to know which of these versions the UE has been tested against. However, the situation is different if v3.3 would include new tests related to additional functionality/ RABs that UTRAN may activate (and for which it hence has to decide whether or not to apply it for a given UE). In such a case, it would hence be desirable for UTRAN to know if the UE has been tested against v3.3 (or a later version) of the test specification.

In order to avoid that TSG-T WG1 has analyse whether a newly released test specification includes additional tests related to functionality/ RABs that UTRAN may activate, the proposal is to step the CSV value each time a new test specification is released. This implies that the size of the IE will be somewhat larger.

The proposed application of the CSV is further illustrated by means of the following tables:

	Spec Ver
	CSV
	Additional functionality

	3.0
	0
	

	3.1
	1
	

	3.2
	2
	

	3.3
	3
	Additional RAB defined in v3.3

	3.4
	4
	

	3.5/4.0
	5
	First REL-4 specific test cases introduced (related to 1.28 Mcps)

	4.1
	6
	Tests for additional functionality included


It should be noted that the above tables is just an example; there has been no attempt to ensure that the column indicating additional functionality reflects the actual situation.

Concerning the use of the CSV parameter, the proposal is to define a 8- bit number in RRC and to specify the actual mapping onto the specification versions by means of a table (as shown above) within an Annex to 34.123-2.

As regards to PRI, the RRC could define the actual values. These values (R99, REL-4) are currently already used within 34.123-2 tables to show for which release each test cases applies.

TSG-RAN WG2 therefor intends to replace the IE “ICS version” with two separate IEs, namely IE “Protocol Release Indicator” (PRI) and IE “Conformance Specification Version” (CSV).

It seems that up to now no tests cases have been introduced to cover either additional RABs or additional UTRAN activated functionality. Therefore, the proposal is to introduce of the new IEs in REL-4.

2. Actions:

To TSG-T WG1 group.

ACTION: 
TSG-RAN WG2 asks TSG-T WG1 to confirm the understanding of TSG-RAN WG2 and acknowledge the proposed way for the UE to indicate version and which test specification the UE is compliant with.
To TSG-GERAN group.

ACTION: 
TSG-RAN WG2 asks TSG-GERAN how version handling is used in GERAN specifications, and to comment on the proposal from TSG-RAN WG2, having the inter-RAT handover cases in mind.

3. Date of Next RAN2 Meetings:

RAN2_25
26 – 30 November 2001
Makuhari, Japan.

RAN2_26
7 – 11 January 2002
Sophia Antipolis, France.

