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TSG-RAN WG2 has discussed the extensibility of RRC information transferred across other interfaces than the UMTS air interface with the following results:

· RAN 2 has added extensibility for the RRC information transferred across other interfaces by defining RRC information containers within the 25.331 specification.

· The extensibility mechanism for RRC information containers facilitates the following:

· The addition of parameters to the currently defined RRC information type

· The definition of a completely other RRC information type

· If these information containers are used, the network interface signalling protocols need not provide extensibility facilities RRC information. Furthermore, it means that these protocols need not be updated in case the RRC information to be transferred is to be extended

· In the following the RRC information transferred across other interfaces is handled per direction:

· Towards the UE: the HANDOVER TO UTRAN information container is currently the only RRC information sent towards the UE. 25.331 has defined the “RRC information, target RNC to source system” for use between network interfaces that also facilitates the sending of other RRC information containers in future. RAN 2 hereby requests GERAN WG2 to consider the use of the “RRC Information to target RNC” across the network interfaces as well as across the GSM air interface.

Note: 
The 25.331 specification currently assumes that the “RRC information, target RNC to source system” is used across network interfaces but not across the GSM air interface. However, RAN 2 can update its specification according to the decisions in GERAN WG2

· From the UE: currently the information transferred from UE towards the network concerns UE capability information, UE security information and Preconfiguration status information. 25.331 has defined an information container (HANDOVER TO UTRAN INFO) for this. Moreover, to facilitate the use of other RRC information containers in future, 25.331 has defined the “RRC Information to target RNC” for use between network interfaces. RAN 2 has noted that the RRC information carried across the GSM air interface is not carried in one container. Instead individual RRC information elements are carried within a 04.18 IE. It is felt that this approach complicates the extensibility of the concerned RRC information, since it would require separate facilites per RRC information element. Moreover, it seems the mechanism may complicate the mapping of the RRC information received by the BSS onto the containers used towards the BSS. Therefore, RAN 2 would like GERAN WG2 to also consider the use of the “RRC Information to target RNC” across the GSM air interface

Attached is the CR that introduces the abovely described extensibility facilities that RAN 2 has agreed. This is merely provided as background information.

NOTE
It should be noted that the attachment also includes a discussion concerning the introduction of an RRC container in failure messages. RAN 2 has agreed that currently such a container is not required and that the need for this container is revisited when the RRC protocol extension mechanism evolves.

