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3GPP TSG GERAN WG2 appreciates the liaison statement received from 3GPP TSG GERAN WG4 GPRS in TDoc TSGG#03(01)0011, asking for guidance regarding the requirements for the reaction time concerning the contents of RLC data blocks transmitted by the mobile station following the receipt of an RLC/MAC control message affecting the state of the RLC protocol.

3GPP TSG GERAN WG2 has considered the problem and has come to the following conclusions:

1. It is recognised that the interpretation a) in the LS received from 3GPP TSG GERAN WG4 GPRS corresponds to the requirement as they are currently defined in the specification: i.e., "6 blocks" means 6 blocks in time after the control message. After the 6th block in time, the next block on which the mobile is allowed to transmit is expected to contain an RLC data block with appropriate response to the control message.
2. It is felt that in the usual case, the current requirement is quit reasonable for the mobile station, i.e., when the mobile station is scheduled resources for the transmission of RLC data blocks before the reaction time ends. 

3. In the unusual event of the mobile station not being scheduled any radio resources for the transmission of RLC data blocks before the specified reaction time ends, it might be a problem in some implementations to empty the lower layer send buffers from RLC data blocks that were submitted for transmission before the command was received and decoded by the mobile station.

4. In the unusual case that the mobile station is not scheduled any radio resource for the transmission of RLC data blocks before the specified reaction time ends, it is not felt that the requirement for the reaction time is absolutely crucial for the overall system performance.

Based on these conclusions, 3GPP TSG GERAN WG2 has agreed to propose that test requirements be defined according to interpretation a) in the LS received from 3GPP TSG GERAN WG4 GPRS and such that either: 

· The mobile station is granted a full set of radio resources during the last block before the reaction time ends, or

· The reaction time is extended to allow the mobile station to transmit at least a number of N RLC data blocks, starting in the last block before the normal reaction time ends and before the test requirement fails. The number N is the number of timeslots allocated for the uplink TBF.

The exception in the second bullet shall be applied only regarding the contents of RLC data blocks transmitted to the network and the modulation and coding scheme used for these transmissions.

