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TSG GERAN Adhoc thanks TSG RAN3 for their liaison statement R3#16(00)2877 on inter BSC hard handover in GERAN for the packet switched domain indicating that the solutions which are discussed in TSG RAN3 will be applicable for GERAN as well.

TSG GERAN would like to inform TSG RAN3 that discussions on Handover for real time services for the PS domain are ongoing in TSG GERAN to identify GERAN specific issues which are not yet included in TR 25.936. 

Some differences between GERAN and UTRAN have to be taken into account:

· within GERAN there will be an Iur-g interface between BSCs containing only a control plane but no user plane.

· only the handover scenario “Combined Hard Handover and BSC Relocation” is applicable for GERAN.

The GERAN specific issues identified so far are listed below:

· In the TR 25.936 only the cases, where there is an Iur containing a user and a control plane and where there is no Iur present at all, are taken into account. In GERAN an Iur-g containing only the control plane might be present. So there will be no possible transport of MAC-PDUs between source and target BSC. But the BSC context could be transferred from source BSC to the target BSC using the Relocation Commit message via Iur-g control plane instead of transferring it via the CN. 

· The TR 25.936 reflects the taking over of the serving role from source RNC/BSC to target RNC/BSC in the case of combined hard handover and RNC/BSC relocation. In the “UE not involved” case the trigger for the target RNC to take over the serving role is the reception of the Relocation Commit message. In the “UE/MS involved” case the target RNC/BSC shall take over the serving role when the target RNC/BSC has detected the UE/MS on the new side. For GERAN a third case has to be considered: If the Relocation Commit message is used also in the “UE/MS involved” case, target RNC/BSC has to wait for the detection of the UE/MS as well.  

· Header removal / Header compression mechanisms are essential for GERAN due to the limited radio resources. Header Removal requires a context transfer to the target entity performing the uplink/downlink header insertion/removal.

TSG GERAN Adhoc would like to ask TSG RAN3  to ensure that all GERAN issues are taken into account within TR 25.936 having in mind the GERAN time plan for this feature: June 2001. TSG GERAN expects the TR 25.936 in January 2001. If the inclusion of the GERAN issues indicated in this LS is not achievable for TSG RAN3, TSG GERAN Adhoc asks TSG RAN 3 to indicate a new completion date.

TSG GERAN Adhoc would also like to inform TSG RAN3, that the RR/RRC messages used in GERAN will be different than those used in UTRAN (e.g. HANDOVER COMMAND instaed of PHYSICAL CHANNEL RECONFIGURATION). 

