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TSG GERAN thanks TSG RAN for their liaison, which was discussed in "TSG GERAN Adhoc on release 4 and beyond #3" meeting.

TSG GERAN appreciates the decision that RAN WG2 has taken regarding changes required to 3GPP TS 25.323 (PDCP Specification) for the support of real-time packet services within GERAN. TSG GERAN is working on further input regarding PDCP issues, especially regarding topics related to header adaptation mechanisms. 

TSG GERAN gladly accepts the proposal for a joint meeting with TSG RAN experts to clarify open issues related to this subject. TSG GERAN is planning an Adhoc meeting on Release 4 and beyond during week 7 of 2001 (12-16th of February) in Sophia Antipolis. TSG GERAN is pleased to extend the invitation to TSG RAN experts for a one-day meeting during that week. 

TSG GERAN discussed the questions that were raised by TSG RAN and came to the following answers:

· Is the proposed technique of header removal also applicable to TCP/IP headers as indicated in the provided CR? The common understanding in RAN WG2 is that header removal in GERAN is for the time being only developed for Voice Over IP streams using RTP/UDP/IP (and  more specifically AMR voice over IP). Doubts about the applicability of header removal for TCP/IP streams came up because this would require a TCP-termination in GERAN (providing e.g. TCP acknowledgements). So for now, header removal for TCP/IP streams is not taken into account in TR 25.844. RAN WG2 would welcome proposals for clarification on this issue. 

Header removal as defined in TSG GERAN is applicable only for Voice over IP streams using RTP/UDP/IP. The TCP/IP header removal has never been discussed in TSG GERAN, and TSG GERAN has serious doubts about its applicability. TSG GERAN has no plans on working on TCP/IP header removal.

· Does TSG GERAN plan to specify any information (e.g. complete header information) to be sent before data transmission starts to enable the optional header generation at the UE? Without this information the UE is not able to re-generate all fields of the RTP/UDP/IP headers. Similarly, the GERAN would require the RTP/UDP/IP header information to be able to generate VoIP headers for uplink traffic.

TSG GERAN is planning to clearly specify the necessary information that is sent during the call set-up. We have seen several contributions on this topic, but the decision is still pending. 

· Is the header regeneration optional also for the uplink traffic as might be understood from the provided LS?

No. Header regeneration is mandatory for uplink.

