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LS on Routeing Parameter in the Initial Direct Transfer message

GERAN thanks SA2 for his liaison statement S2-002004 and his work on the ability for an RNC/BSC to connect to, and dynamically loadshare between, multiple MSCs (and SGSNs), and particularly to have elaborated an architectural solution that is compatible with old mobiles and R’99 mobiles and future mobiles.

It is now decided that GERAN may be connected o the CN with 3 different interfaces: A, Gb, Iu. MS´s can operate in GERAN in two different modes, A/Gb or Iu. This particularity of GERAN has some implications on the routing of NAS messages. In particular GERAN would like to point out the following concerns: 

The introduction of the Initial Direct Transfer message is planned in R5 only, in the same release as the introduction of the Iu interface for GERAN, and only for MS operating in the Iu mode. GERAN will take care to align its own Layer 3 specifications with the changes agreed in RAN2 to provide the same degree of flexibilty. 

GERAN R4 will only operate with A and Gb interfaces only. It is the GERAN understanding that such kind of architecture cannot be foreseen before the introduction of the Iu interface scheduled in R5. It is GERAN understanding that the new routing mechanism will not apply to MSs operating in the A/Gb mode, but only in the Iu mode.

This implies that this routing mechanism will be possible only for R5 MS´s, but not for earlier releases.

TSG GERAN would kindly ask SA2 to confirm these working assumptions which seem to be aligned with the S2assumption “S2 is investigating the possibility in R4 or R5 (but not R’99) to add the ability for an RNC/BSC to connect to, and dynamically loadshare between, multiple MSCs (and SGSNs).”
