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TSG CN WG 4 is currently discussing scenarios for inter system handover for the WI “Bearer Independent circuit switched Core Network”. (See attached contributions N4-000982 and N4-001008 for the respective TS 23.205 “ Bearer Independent CS Core Network”.)

These contributions try to be in line with the Rel4 reference architecture outlined within 23.002 version 4.0.0 which shows a split of the A-interface into a control- and a transport plane.

However, TSG CN WG4 is aware of the fact that discussions at least within TSG GERAN are still ongoing on that issue that might change the reference architecture. 

While trying to draw network models and to define respective procedures for GERAN ( UTRAN inter system handover scenarios TSG CN4 got stuck at the point where it was essential to know how and whether a GERAN will be attached to a Rel4 cs CN via A interface.

As TSG CN WG4 is seeking to finalise the work on the WI “Bearer Independent circuit switched Core Network” in March 2001 (CN#11) we would kindly ask TSG GERAN and TSG SA WG2 to reach conclusion on that subject and to inform CN4 as soon as possible.

Note: Please be informed that the next CN4 meeting will be held on 15-19 January 2001 in Beijing, China.

