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***** NEXT MODIFIED SECTION******

8.6.8 Broadcast of ASSISTANCE DATA

In MS Based E-OTD, MS Based GPS and MS Assisted GPS systems, there is a need for assistance data to be broadcast to the MS. The assistance data to be broadcast for MS Based E-OTD contains the Real Time Difference (RTD) values (in case of a non-synchronised network) and Base Transceiver Station (BTS) coordinates. In addition, the broadcast data contains other information simplifying the E-OTD measurements. The broadcast of GPS assistance data makes available differential GPS (DGPS) correction data, ephemeris and clock correction data, almanac data, UTC offset, ionospheric delay, and satellite health status for GPS-based positioning. It improves the location accuracy for MS Based implementations, increases the sensitivity, enables LMU-independent GPS time dissemination and assists the acquisition of satellite signal for both MS Based and MS Assisted implementations.

The E-OTD assistance data to be broadcast is in compressed format where the redundant information is not included. The MS is capable to reconstruct the E-OTD assistance data using the message header information. The length of the message is depending on how many neighbours are included in the E-OTD assistance data as well as whether the redundant information can be removed from the message. The typical size of one broadcast message will be less than 82 octets. Part of the broadcast message (serving and neighbour base station coordinates) may be ciphered.

The GPS assistance data to be broadcast is under the same common message header with three types of data sets (or IEs), which may have different broadcast rates to minimise the bandwidth impact while still maintaining the same positioning capabilities.  The first type consists of differential GPS (DGPS) correction data. The second type consists of ephemeris and clock correction data. The third type consists of almanac and other data. The length of this message is 82 octets and the data IE part may be ciphered.

The contents of the broadcast message for the E-OTD and GPS assistance data is described in GSM 04.35. The support for these broadcast messages is optional for network and MS.

The broadcast channel which is used to broadcast the E-OTD and GPS assistance data make use of the existing basic or extended CBCH and SMSCB DRX service. The LCS broadcast messages (E-OTD assistance data, GPS differential corrections, ephemeris, almanac,  and other data messages) need to be either scheduled, or prioritised over other broadcast messages to avoid any delay.
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