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Requirements on RRC and RLC/MAC functionnalities

In this contribution we intend to enumerate the major requirements for the split of functionalites between RRC and RLC/MAC entities.

Since it has been decided that GERAN will have the same interfaces to the Core Network as UTRAN, it is vital to maintain maximum synergy with UTRAN when standardizing GERAN. Moreover it is strongly recommended that a minimum amount of modifications should be made to the existing GSM/GPRS/EGPRS standards when specifying the GERAN standards.

To achieve these objectives, maximum use should be made of the UTRAN RRC/PDCP when standardizing the GERAN RRC/PDCP. Moreover, for the sake of consistency, all the radio bearers (dedicated or shared) should be managed by the RRC.

On the other hand, the RLC/MAC function should be based upon (E)GPRS which is optimized for the GERAN radio technology. The recommendation is to transfer the radio resource management from the MAC to the RRC.
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