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Introduction

This contribution addresses the notion of background traffic class for MBMS, which has been discussed and proposed at the last SA2 meeting.

In particular, how it differs from certain previous assumptions is explained.

List of questions on background class

At the last RAN2 meeting, the discussion was only on streaming class, since it seemed that the background class was not part of MBMS. However, the background class was discussed at the last SA2 meeting. This raises a number of questions.

Question 1

What matters from a RAN point of view is mainly the robustness from the application to loss or duplication of packets. It is currently understood in RAN that this is not an issue.

However, when considering the background class, the assumption does not seem to be obvious any more:

· Is duplication of packets allowed? How much?

· What is the size of packets that will be provided to the RAN; it should be noted that if RAN has to segment packets, the error rate will be propagated since one missing segment means that an entire IP packet ahs to be discarded

Question 2

It seems that in the case of Broadcast services, this duplicates the already available SMS-CB service. Clarification should be provided as to whether this is needed.

Question 3

Background traffic class has no guaranteed bit rate.

· How would MBMS traffic be prioritized on other traffic?

· Is it expected that the operator will reserve via O&M a given capacity in a cell for MBMS?

Conclusion

Clarification on the above questions should be provided.

