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Subject: Proposed LS to Clarify the Relationship between PLMNs and RATs

TS 22.011 section 3 currently implies that a PLMN selector list is a list of PLMNs with an associated RAT. A PLMN can thus occur multiple times in the list associated with different RATs. However, it is not clear from the specification what RAT should be assumed for attempting registration on the “registered PLMN”.

It has been the understanding of SMG2 that there should be two lists in use: a PLMN selector list and a RAT selector list. Candidate PLMNs are chosen from the PLMN selector list one at a time for attempted registration assuming each RAT in turn from the RAT selector list. Furthermore, it is the understanding of SMG2 that in addition to a registered PLMN, a registered RAT should also be stored on the SIM/USIM when registration on a PLMN/RAT combination is successful.

At switch-on or recovery from lack of service the UE shall first attempt to find the PLMN and RAT as stored in the registered PLMN and registered RAT areas of the SIM/USIM. If no such PLMN / RAT combination exists, then the UE shall search for the registered PLMN with each RAT in turn from the RAT selector list. If still no PLMN / RAT combination exists then other PLMNs should be searched for, starting with the HPLMN and then looking at each PLMN in turn from the PLMN selector list.

SMG2 look forward to hearing the views of TSG SA on such an arrangement.

