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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG SA thanks CEN TC278 (ITS) WG15 eSafety for their LS on the use of BC capability for eCall, and would like to inform you that 3GPP has completed the work on eCall at meeting TSG SA#46, when the last identified open issue, relating to identification of eCalls, was resolved.
CEN TC278 (ITS) WG15 eSafety asked if the use of Bearer Capabilities for eCall could be considered a valid solution to distinguish an eCall from a normal emergency call. TSG CT WG1, WG3 and WG4, the groups responsible for 3GPP protocols related to emergency call switching, studied the requirement but could not identify a mechanism to transport, as part of the signalling plane, an end-to-end indication to distinguish eCalls from normal emergency calls. Instead, they concluded that the eCall flags in Service Category IE in Emergency Setup message make this distinction possible. The following quote summarises the analysis by TSG CT WGs:
The UE originates emergency calls and eCalls using procedures already defined in 3GPP TS 24.008. When the MSC receives a mobile originated emergency setup message, and it is a normal emergency call, the call is routed to the PSAP using a routable number A. If it is an eCall, the call is routed to the PSAP using routable number B (different from number A).

To complete the support of this solution in the 3GPP specifications, 3GPP TSG SA amended the eCall service requirements accordingly. No further changes to the 3GPP specifications are foreseen, and 3GPP considers eCall fully specified.
Regarding point d) of your liaison statement on the availability of a fully documented solution for eCall in the ETSI standards, 3GPP makes the technical specifications available as part of Rel-8. In particular, the full eCall solution is described in the following technical specifications and reports (completed already earlier):

· TS 26.267 on eCall data transfer; In-band modem solution; General description
· TS 26.268 on eCall data transfer; In-band modem solution; ANSI-C reference code
· TS 26.269 on eCall data transfer; In-band modem solution; Conformance testing

· TR 26.967 on eCall data transfer; In-band modem solution
· TR 26.969 on eCall data transfer; In-band modem solution; Characterization report
and in the following technical specifications (not specific to eCall, completed recently):

· TS 22.101 on Service Requirements and Service Principle; Service requirements

· TS 24.008 on Core Network protocols; emergency call set up procedures

The availability of terminals and network elements allowing the eCall service to be deployed by mobile network operators is outside the control of 3GPP. 

2. Actions:

To CEN TC278 (ITS) WG15 eSafety.

ACTION: 


3GPP TSG SA asks CEN TC278 (ITS) WG15 eSafety to note the above information.
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