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5.6.2
Common BGCF procedures

When determining where to route the received request, the originating BGCF may use the information obtained from other protocols or any other available databases.

The BGCF may support retrieval of NP data as part of the procedures to determine where to route the request. Retrieval of NP data by the BGCF is subject to local policy. Retrieval of NP data is relevant only if the Request-URI contains an international public telecommunications number. The interface used at the BGCF to retrieve the NP data is out of scope of this specification. If the Request-URI contains a tel-URI with an "npdi" tel-URI parameter, as defined in RFC 4694 [112], NP data has been obtained previously and NP data retrieval is only performed if required by local policy. If NP data is retrieved by the BGCF, the BGCF shall add the tel-URI NP parameters to the Request-URI as defined in RFC 4694 [112]: an "npdi" tel-URI parameter is added to indicate that NP data retrieval has been performed, and if the number is ported, an "rn" tel-URI parameter is added to identify the ported-to routeing number. The "rn" tel-URI parameter may be used by the BGCF for routeing the request.

The BGCF NP procedures also apply when the request contains a Request-URI in the form of a SIP URI user=phone, where the "npdi" and "rn" tel-URI parameters are contained in the userinfo part of the SIP URI.

When the BGCF receives a request, the BGCF shall forward the request: 

-
to an MGCF within its own network; or

-
to another network containing a BGCF, or I-CSCF; or

-
where the request is for another network, to an IBCF in its own network, if local policy requires IBCF capabilities towards another network; or 

-
where the Ici interface is used to interconnect two networks and the destination network is beyond such interface, to an IBCF in its own network..

When forwarding the request to the next hop, the BGCF may leave the received Request-URI unmodified.

When the BGCF receives a request and the Request-URI contains a tel URI in local number format, the BGCF shall not forward the request to an entity in another network (e.g. BGCF, I-CSCF) unless the local policy (e.g. routeing of service numbers) requires forwarding the request outside the network.
The BGCF need not Record-Route the INVITE request. While the next entity may be a MGCF acting as a UA, the BGCF shall not apply the procedures of RFC 3323 [33] relating to privacy. The BGCF shall store the values received in the P-Charging-Function-Addresses header field. The BGCF shall store the value of the "icid-value" header field parameter received in the P-Charging-Vector header field and retain the "icid-value" header field parameter in the P-Charging-Vector header field.

NOTE 1:
The means by which the decision is made to forward to an MGCF or to another network is outside the scope of the present document, but may be by means of a lookup to an external database, or may be by data held internally to the BGCF.

If the BGCF supports carrier routeing, then the BGCF shall support the following procedures, based on local policy:

a)
if the BGCF is configured to populate an operator configured preassigned carrier into a tel-URI contained in the Request-URI, and a preassigned carrier is required for this call, then the BGCF shall include the "cic" tel-URI parameter in the Request-URI identifying the preassigned carrier (as described in RFC 4694 [112]). The BGCF shall also populate the "dai" tel-URI parameter (as described in draft-yu-tel-dai [113]) to identify how the "cic" parameter was obtained; or

b)
if the BGCF is configured to populate the freephone carrier ID, and a freephone carrier is required for this call, then the BGCF shall include the "cic" tel-URI parameter in the Request-URI identifying the freephone carrier (as described in RFC 4694 [112]).

The BGCF carrier routeing procedures also apply when the Request-URI is in the form of a SIP URI user=phone, where the "dai" and "cic" tel-URI parameters are contained in the userinfo part of the SIP URI.

The BGCF shall not add the "cic" or "dai" tel-URI parameter values in the Request-URI if the parameter(s) already exist in the tel-URI.

NOTE 2:
Local policy should be able to control the interaction and precedence between routeing on "cic" parameter versus routeing based on "rn" parameter.

NOTE 3:
The means to configure the BGCF with the pre-assigned carrier is outside the scope of this document.

When the BGCF receives an INVITE request, if the BGCF inserts its own Record-Route header field, the BGCF may require the periodic refreshment of the session to avoid hung states in the BGCF. If the BGCF requires the session to be refreshed, the BGCF shall apply the procedures described in RFC 4028 [58] clause 8. 

NOTE 4:
Requesting the session to be refreshed requires support by at least one of the UEs. This functionality cannot automatically be granted, i.e. at least one of the involved UEs needs to support it.

If overlap signalling using the multiple-INVITE method is supported as a network option, several INVITE requests with the same Call ID and the same From header field (including "tag" header field parameter) can be received outside of an existing dialog . Such INVITE requests relate to the same call and the BGCF shall route such INVITE request received during a certain period of time to the same next hop.
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