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3GPP TSG CT Meeting #40 
CP-080367
28th – 30th May 2008; Prague, CZECH REPUBLIC
To:
3GPP TSG CT5 
cc:
3GPP TSG CT, 3GPP SA1

cc:     WiMAX Forum SPWG
Re: LS to WiMAX Forum on cooperation on Application Service Provider interfaces


The WiMAX Forum Network Working Group (NWG) and Service Provider Working Group (SPWG) would like to thank 3GPP CT5 for the liaison letter C5-080015 dated January 18th, 2008, providing details on the 3GPP CT5 group’s activities related to the development of Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) for the Open Service Access (OSA) enabling services and application providers to make use of network capabilities through open, standardized interfaces. NWG notes CT5’s specific references to Parlay X specifications as potentially being applicable to relevant NWG efforts.
NWG indeed has a Release 1.5 work item called Universal Services Interface (USI) which, based on requirements from SPWG, is defining a framework allowing WiMAX Network Service Providers (NSP) to expose standardized WiMAX network interfaces toward trusted, 3rd party or Internet Application Service Providers (ASP). These interfaces are intended to allow controlled and secure access of WiMAX network capabilities to the ASPs. The interfaces include functions such as:
· Subscriber’s Identity Management: to provide Subscriber Identity information and related attributes, identity hiding (e.g. nickname), authentication information

· Terminal Capabilities: to provide information on terminal capabilities

· Service/application level user discovery
· Application Authentication and Authorization: to allow NSP-ASP authentication and authorization
· Terminal Status: to retrieve the status of a single or a group of terminal (i.e active mode and idle mode). The requests can also be for a notification of status change.

· Mobile device Location

· Application driven dynamic QoS management on a per-subscriber basis. 

· Multicast/Broadcast services
· Charging and Accounting: pre- and post-paid accounting and account management aspects such as account querying and direct/voucher recharging.

NWG is currently working on Stage 2 and 3 definitions of USI. NWG has not yet determined the extent (if any) of the applicability of Parlay X in the definition of the USI interfaces. However, NWG agrees in principle that, to the extent that Parlay X is applicable to the USI work item, NWG and CT5 should closely collaborate and avoid duplication and/or inconsistencies in our respective technical specifications. 

NWG expects to be able to inform CT5 of our determination of Parlay X applicability to USI in the June ’08 timeframe and our recommendation for collaboration based on that determination. 
In the meantime, NWG would appreciate any further information that CT5 could share to help with our analyses.

We look forward to collaborating with 3GPP CT5 on USI and other services aspects.

Best Regards,

NWG Officers:
Prakash Iyer, Chair, NWG

Max Riegel, Co-Chair, NWG

Yong Chang, Co-Chair, NWG
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