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[bookmark: _Toc483221755]4.5.1.3		Timer
Timing features that may be used by a toolkit applet rely on the timer implementation of the ME and not on the UICC. In some cases the timer functionality of the ME may not provide the accuracy or value for the timer that is requested by the toolkit application as the currently available timer functionality is limited and only supports values between 1s and 24h and only with an accuracy of 1s. Additionally the precision of the returned value, e.g. when the ME will be able to provide the requested information is not reliable (see section 6.4.21 of ETSI TS 102 223 [8]: "The precision of the returned value cannot be relied upon in all cases due to potential terminal activities"). One reason can be that the ME is currently busy on other activities and is not able to return the timer value immediately to the USIM after the timer has expired. For some toolkit applications this may be critical. Also the limitation of the accuracy and the maximum value may cause issues for some applications. 
An alternative solution for time critical toolkit applications could be the possibility to run a timer internally in the UICC. 
This creates an external dependency where ME potentially could not manage the timer timely as it is described in section 6.4.1 of ETSI TS 102 223 [8]: "The precision of the returned value cannot be relied upon in all cases due to potential terminal activities".
This could be managed more efficiently if the UICC platform provides timer functionalities instead of the ME. In addition, as a consequence, it would reduce the amount of commands exchanged (see X.Y.Z).
Editor's note: This section is to be reviewed.



