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1.
Introduction

3GPP produces a new release in average every 15-21 months. As implementations and deployments progress, the amount of “active” releases to maintain is growing, and it can be seen as a concern if 3GPP support too many releases simultaneously. It can be argued that if the amount of changes to the older releases is close to zero, the amount of overhead for maintaining it is not big. However there is always some work related to maintaining each release, and in general it is beneficial if 3GPP can close old and outdated releases as new releases are completed.
So far, 3GPP Release-99 has been closed, while Release-4, Release-5, Release-6 and Release-7 are active releases but with limited amount of CRs. An argument for not closing more of the older releases is that Release-4 is the latest release where the SIM is supported. While the specifications that describe the various normative aspects of the SIM are long-time frozen and can be closed, there has been need for enhancements and clarifications to the related conformance test specifications thus it has up to now been decided to not close Release-4. It is now proposed to discuss how 3GPP can handle this to close the normative specifications but kept the conformance test specifications open for further CRs. It can also be noted that with the current approach, all CRs to the SIM conformance test specifications are provided to the Release-4 version of TS 51.010-4. This has led to TS 51.010-4 currently being at version 4.27.0. MCC has commented that the current numbering system is base-36 and only allows one digit per release field, thus will fail if a specification is taken beyond version 35 (i.e. 51.010-4 v4.35.0 -> 51010-4-4z0).

2.
Possible solutions
The following three possible solutions are identified on the topic of closing specifications describing aspects that deliberately are not intended to be progressed (e.g. SIM-aspects post Rel-4) and lifted to later releases but with related conformance test specifications that can need further CRs:
1. Closing all specifications in the older releases without lifting specifications describing aspects that deliberately are not intended to be progressed. This will lead to no further CRs to the normative specifications and the related conformance specifications. Products can be implemented and provided according to closed releases. It will not be possible to provide any CRs to make enhancements, corrections or clarifications to any of the specifications on aspects that deliberately are not intended to be progressed.

2. Close the specifications providing the normative aspects in the older releases without lifting specifications describing aspects that deliberately are not intended to be progressed, but lift the specifications outlining the conformance test. This will lead to no further CRs to the normative specifications, but CRs can be issued on the related conformance specifications. Products can be implemented and provided according to closed releases. It will not be possible to provide CRs to make enhancements, corrections or clarifications to the normative specifications, but to the related conformance test specifications on aspects that deliberately are not intended to be progressed. The conformance specifications will have to clearly reference the normative specifications in the older releases.


3. Close the specifications providing the normative aspects in the older releases without lifting specifications describing aspects that deliberately are not intended to be progressed, but lift the specifications outlining the conformance test to the currently non-frozen release. This will lead to no further CRs to the normative specifications, but CRs can be issued on the related conformance specifications in the non-frozen release. The content of the specification for the frozen releases will be made void, and a reference to the non-frozen release will be inserted. Products can be implemented and provided according to closed releases. It will not be possible to provide CRs to make enhancements, corrections or clarifications to the normative specifications, but to the related conformance test specifications on aspects that deliberately are not intended to be progressed. The conformance specifications will have to clearly reference the normative specifications in the older closed releases.
The chosen solution should be attempted to be generic and usable also on other areas where functionality is intentionally not progressed, but where related conformance specifications can benefit from further CRs to make enhancements, corrections or clarifications to closed normative specifications.
It is proposed to consider alternative solution 3) as the way forward. The difference between solution 2) and solution 3) is that in solution 3), the content of the frozen releases will be made void, and a reference to the non-frozen release will be inserted, while in solution 2) all releases will have the conformance test specified. The reason for selecting solution 3) this is to differentiate between the normal situation where specifications are enhanced from release to release and these particular conformance test specifications where the content is pointing back to normative specifications in a closed release. The attached files illustrate how the specifications can look like if Release-4 is closed. 51010-4-rel-5-v8.doc illustrates how the specification would look like in the releases Rel-5 to Rel-11, and 51010-4-rel-12-v8.doc illustrates how the specification would look like in Release-12. It can also be noted that conformance test specifications in RAN 5 and GERAN 3 use this approach. 
This document is provided to initiate the discussions from a CT6 point of view. Before a decision is taken, CT6 will also have to consider whether all or only some of their conformance test specifications need to be lifted. The discussion will continue at CT#63. The final decision to close one or more of the earlier releases can at the earliest be taken at SA#64.
