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1. Overall Description:

During the last meeting, 3GPP CT6 has discussed two issues related to LAUNCH BROWSER proactive command, seen on recent smartphones with advanced web browsers.
Default URL

According to TS 102 223 clauses 6.6.26 and 8.48 (re-used by 3GPP in TS 31.111), the LAUNCH BROWSER proactive command  has a mandatory TLV object with the URL, but that TLV can have a length of 0 and no value part: in that case, “the terminal shall use the default URL”.

Anyway, how the “Default URL” is defined is not clear in the specifications and traditionally this was associated with a URL that the user can enter in the settings page of the connectivity parameters or in the settings page of the browser itself.
In recent years, the web browsers have evolved very quickly and there is a clear trend to not open any URL when a new tab is created or the browser is started, but rather display something that does not require any connection to the network (the list of most visited web sites, the list of bookmarks, the list of starred URLs are some examples). Most of these browsers, including the default browsers present in some of the most common platforms in the market today, don’t allow the possibility to configure a default URL at all.

There is also a security aspect to consider: a default URL defined by the user might be considered sensitive data, so even if a browser had support for the default URL, it would not expose ways for external applications to read it.

Moreover, the presence of alternative browsers that user can download from the market needs to be taken into account: a toolkit implementation would not be able to deal with the settings of each browser, making the behavior of the phone unpredictable in the field, even if it passed the certification tests.

Last, it seems to be unclear what the practical use case of Default URL is in the market, if that URL is controlled by the user. Why would an applet on the UICC open the browser without knowing the final URL?

For these reasons, 3GPP CT6 would like to request ETSI SCP TEC to make appropriate changes in their specification to better specify what a “Deafult URL” is and if it is valid that an implementation supports the LAUNCH BROWSER command, but not the case where an empty URL is passed by the UICC.

Class "c"

It was also noted that according to ETSI TS 102 223 a terminal that implements class "c" shall support:

· LAUNCH BROWSER command with a URL
· Indication of supported mark-up languages (21st byte of the terminal profile download)

· Support for Browsing status event
· Support for Browser termination event.
It was noted that support for Browsing status events is problematic for terminals that allow installation of external browsers. This might result in failures in the field, even if the terminal passes the certification test cases, depending on the browser selected by the user.
Similarly, support for WAP based browsing is often no longer supported by terminals that have a complete web browser.

This has resulted in applets in the field ignoring the terminal profile and using the LAUNCH BROWSER command knowing that the ME did not support the feature.  It is also a challenge to explain to operators why the ME capabilities do not match the terminal profile.

For this reason, CT6 would like to request ETSI SCP to reconsider the possibility to separate the support of LAUNCH BROWSER proactive command from the need to support other features of class "c", as indicated above. These features already have separate bits in the terminal profile, but current text in ETSI TS 102 223 still requires support for the entire class "c".

CT6 is looking forward to a fruitful collaboration.
2. Actions:

To ETSI SCP group
ACTION: 
CT6 kindly requests ETSI SCP to take the two issues described above into consideration and provide quick feedback to 3GPP CT6 on how it indends to proceed.
3. Date of next CT6 Meetings:

CT6 Meeting #71 
21 - 24 January 2014
Guangzhou, P.R.China
CT6 Meeting #72 
19 - 22 May 2014
US
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