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Discussion document on Terminal Profile download procedure

The general procedure for the Terminal Profile download from the terminal to the UICC is performed during UICC initialization. This means CAT / USAT capabilities are transmitted by the terminal at an early state, i.e. before selecting any application and hence this information about the terminal capabilities is available for any application on the UICC.

Additionally there is also the case that the CAT/USAT capabilities of the terminal may change during a card session, e.g. a software update or another connected entity to the terminal. For this case a specific procedure is indicated currently only for the USIM application via the USIM Service Table. Within the UST there is an entry, service no.72:  ’Additional TERMINAL PROFILE after UICC activation’, that indicates the capability of the UICC to receive additional Terminal Profiles also without a complete new UICC initialization.

In the current version of the ISIM (and the HPSIM) application this additional Terminal Profile capability is not indicated in the ISIM Service Table (or the HPSIM Service Table). Thus it is unspecified if it is possible for the terminal to send an additional Terminal Profile in the case only an ISIM (or an HPSIM) application reside on the UICC.

The functionality of the additional Terminal Profile has been introduced in Rel-6 in TS 31.111 V 6.5.0 but only covering the USIM application even though at that time also the ISIM application existed (ISIM has been specified in Rel-5).
It is proposed to correct the specification of the Terminal profile mechanism in TS 31.111 and to also add the indication of the support of the feature in the ISIM and the HPSIM applications in the respective Service Tables (IST, HST).

One open question remains and that is back to which Release the correction needs to be done for TS 31.111 and TS 31.103.

