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1. Overall Description:

CT6 would like to thank CT1 for their LS on Steering of Roaming contained in C1-071000. After a comprehensive discussion CT6 is delighted to say that the targeted behaviour can well be achieved using existing tools and techniques so that further consideration of the matter in CT6 specifications is not necessary. 

In order to steer a UE into a preferred network while roaming, even if that network is currently in the forbidden list, the home operator has a number of well-established ways: E.g. 

· the forbidden PLMNs may be updated (cleared) in the same course with the update of the operator-preferred PLMN list in the USIM and subsequently have the USIM issue a Refresh command to the terminal. This is typically done as it is simple and does not pose significant additional efforts.

· a small (Java) applet on the UICC may – either automatically or after reception of a dedicated OTA message – check the current PLMN situation and take according actions like updating the lists inside the USIM and sending a Refresh command.  

Either way, the UE behaviour is sufficiently under control of the home operator without need for additional functionality in the ME. In case the ME optionally maintains additional or extended network lists (preferred, forbidden or service specific) it is expected to update all these lists upon reception of a Refresh command from the USIM that affects these files. 

It may be added that such techniques have been successfully used for Steering of Roaming for many years and have been further developed by operators to exactly fulfill particular needs. 

Regarding the CR to TS 23.122, the given requirements seem feasible from a CT6 point of view but it should be noted that the involved USAT functionality is generally optional and cannot be mandated. Further, the bullet b) represents new functionality for the terminal and a more general behaviour (i.e. delete any PLMN from the Forbidden Lists that is contained in the Operator Controlled PLMN Selector) might be desirable. 

As far as the UICC is concerned, the CR does only reflect what's already given so that modifications to CT6 specifications are not required. In particular there is no need for a related entry in the USIM Service Table. CT6 would therefore like to suggest to remove the words "and Steering of Roaming is enabled in the SIM Service Table" from the first sentence of section 4.4.6 in TS 23.122.    
2. Actions:

CT1 is asked to take CT6's comments into account and align the first sentence of section 4.4.6 in TS 23.122 as explained above. 
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