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The need for a UICC high-speed interface has been identified by 3GPP and ETSI-SCP in 2004. Since then, industry leaders have been continuously working to define a single solution for the new High-Speed UICC interface. This new interface should enable the new generation services (convergent and multimedia services) for the coming years, like the ISO based interface served its purposes for the past 20 years. 

To ensure the success of this new interface in the market, ETSI-SCP identified key requirements for a technical solution that guarantees significant improvements compared to the existing character based interface and that will enable a wide range of applications, in line with the use cases that were expressed by the operators.

From the early beginning, ETSI-SCP identified USB as a candidate technology that fulfills those key requirements, and builds on its proven interoperability and reliability.

The proposal based on USB has been extensively discussed by all representatives of the mobile industry, improved and fine-tuned for over more than one year. It has therefore reached a level of maturity and certainty about its compliance with the requirements that cannot be seen in other proposals. Moreover, recent proposals for other technology candidates do not yet have stable specifications reviewed at SCP and even, some of them, do not fulfil all the agreed requirements of ETSI-SCP.
Additionally, this proposal relies on the USB technology that has been widely deployed and technically proven, favoring greatly its implementation and integration within a large spectrum of existing and future devices and services.

The authors of the present contribution consider the USB proposal as the most viable solution for the new UICC-terminal interface, and endorse its adoption as new UICC high-speed interface.
