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Introduction

ETSI SCP thanks 3GPP TSG-CT6 for their liaison found in Document C6-060583.

SCP has maintained an objective to strive for a single solution for the High Speed UICC Interface, recognising the benefit to the 3GPP market.  It is a number of factors which have prevented SCP making a decision on a single technology solution to date.  These have included not only technical issues, but also IPR, and time-to-market, which is highly dependent on chip-set developments and hardware changes to devices.  Whilst these latter are out of scope for SCP, they have overshadowed discussions.  
SCP acknowledges that a vote may be taken in CT6, and that the proposals to SCP in C6-060583 relate to the status in SCP of the technical definition and agreement of the technical options.  

SCP wishes to urge CT6 to recognise the issues beyond the basic technical protocol and interface characteristics when possibly conducting the vote, and to acknowledge those which may require resolution thereafter.

ETSI SCP have found it hard to align absolutely with any one of the three proposals offered by CT6 in C6-060583, but provide the following summary of the status of High Speed Interface activities in SCP.

SCP Status on High Speed UICC Interface


Three technical options have been under consideration for the past three years within SCP.  

Earlier this year, two were selected for further elaboration, and both are based on protocols for which SCP is dependent on specifications from other bodies.  Listed alphabetically these are MMC and USB.  The current draft technical specifications which have been elaborated over the last year, were noted by SCP#27, and are attached for information. 
Also attached are the SCP requirements upon which these specifications are based.

SCP would like to remind CT6 that a decision on a High Speed Interface should not be taken in isolation, but needs to consider compatibility and interworking with other requirements; e.g. Contactless and APDU transport efficiency for existing USIM functions.

New information was also received as company inputs to SCP#27:

a) A proposal to use SD as the High Speed protocol.  It was asserted that this could replace MMC with only minor changes to the MMC based specification.  A technical analysis of this was presented and noted (attached), but no formal review has been undertaken by SCP.  The justification given for this proposal being brought to ETSI SCP was that there was a market trend from MMC to SD, and also that IPR issues would be less onerous. There is currently no technical specification.
b) A proposal to use enhanced ISO/IEC 7816 protocols, which have been nicknamed T=10 and T=11.  A draft specification was presented and noted (attached); this also has not had formal review by SCP.


No documents were made available to SCP#27 which confirmed that any option would have time-to-market advantage for final (as opposed to interim) device implementations.

Conclusion

SCP awaits any decision from CT6, and offers all the above information to assist the decision.  SCP looks forward to working with CT6 to complete all activities necessary to bring any chosen solution to market, and in supporting any non-technical investigations necessary. 
ACTION:

CT6 is requested to keep SCP informed of the progress of this work in CT6.

Next meeting:

SCP#28 8-10 January, 2007, Sophia Antipolis

