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The TLV data object Location Information has been extended inside TS 31.111 from Rel-4 onwards concerning the Extended Cell Identity Value.

When accessing UTRAN a Release-4 and onwards ME shall include the Extended cell Identity Value inside the Location Information TLV inside Byte 10 and 11 according to TS 31.111, clause 8.19

According to TS 31.111 clause 8.19 the Extended Cell Identity Value is coded as the RNC-id part of the UC-id, as defined in 3GPP TS 25.401 (UTRAN overall description) and 3GPP TS 25.413 (UTRAN Iu interface Radio Access Network Application Part (RANAP) signalling.
In contrast to this the relevant core specification for the Uu interface (air-interface), 3GPP TS 25.331 (Radio Resource Control (RRC) protocol specification) defines just an SRNC-ID (Serving RNC-ID) to be submitted and assigned as part of the U-RNTI (UTRAN Radio Network Temporary Identity) to the ME. Therefore it is not clear if the referenced RNC-id from the prospective of TS 31.111 is really available on the air interface. An overview on the UTRAN is given in Figure 3 from TS 25.401 below.
As obviously the mapping of the expected value inside TS 31.111 and the provided value on the Uu interface from TS 25.331 is not clarified, the content of the Extended Cell Identity Value is not reliable and clarification is needed if the RNC-id is available on the Uu interface and which is the accurate value inside TS 25.331 to be forwarded by the ME to the USIM inside the Extended Cell Identity.
Figure 3 inside clause 5.2.2 of TS 25.401 shows the control plane (signalling) protocol stacks on Iu and Uu interfaces.
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(1)
The radio interface protocols are defined in documents TS 25.2xx and TS 25.3xx.

(2)
The protocol is defined in documents TS 25.41x. (Description of Iu interface).
(3)
CM,MM,GMM,SM: This exemplifies a set of NAS control protocols between UE and CN. There may be different NAS protocol stacks in parallel. The evolution of the protocol architecture for these protocols is outside the scope of the present document.

Figure 3: Iu and Uu Control plane

NOTE:
Both the Radio protocols and the Iu protocols contain a mechanism to transparently transfer NAS messages.
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