Joint-Working-Group (Parlay, ETSI Project OSA, 3GPP CT5)
C5-050240
Meeting #31, Osaka, JAPAN, 09-13 May 2005
Source:
Ultan Mulligan, ETSI PTCC

Title:
Availability of ISO 4217:1995
Agenda Item:

Document for:
Discussion
During the preparation of the ETSI versions of Parlay 3, 4 and 5 for publication over the past 3 months, the ETSI editing team have pointed out a problem with our references to ISO 4217:1995.
ISO 4217, “Codes for the representation of currencies and funds”, is used in parts 2, 8, 11 and 12 of our base specifications, TS 29.198 Release 4, 5 and 6.  It is also used in part 6 of Parlay X.

In TS 29.198, we make normative dated references to a specific version of this standard: ISO 4217:1995.  In ParlayX, TS 29.199, we make undated reference to this standard.

Problem:

ISO 4217:1995 is no longer publicly available from ISO, or any other source (at least, not legally).  ETSI do not have a copy of this specification.  This standard has been withdrawn by ISO and is now replaced with ISO 4217:2001, with a corregendum in 2004.  ETSI specifications cannot contain normative references to specifications or documents which are not publicly available.  The same rule applies for 3GPP specifications.  Therefore this reference to ISO 4217:1995 must be changed. 

What has changed in the specification?

I have no details as to what differences exist between the 1995 and the 2001 versions, but presume that some currency codes have been added in the new version.  Further information could be obtained from the following source.
ISO 4217:2001 
Codes for the representation of currencies and funds 

Maintenance Agency 

c/o British Standards Institution
389 Chiswick High Road
GB-London W4 4AL 

United Kingdom

	Tel:  
	+44 208 996 90 00

	Fax: 
	+44 208 996 74 00

	E-mail: 
	currency@bsi-global.com

	Web: 
	http://www.bsi-global.com/British_Standards/currency/index.xalter


What are the options?

Two options are open to the JWG:

1. Make undated reference to ISO 4217, as has been done in ParlayX.
The consequences of this are that, while the specification will never need to be modified again, it will not be fully clear exactly which set of currency codes are required to be implemented.  This may not be such a problem in practice, especially if implementations today do not include the full set of ISO 4217:1995 currency codes.  The currency codes permitted in practice would typically depend on the currency of the country in which the gateway was deployed and operating, and it is unlikely that implementations would allow a full choice of currency codes.
2. Make a dated reference to ISO 4217:2001.
This could imply that implementations are required to support any new codes introduced in ISO 4217:2001, which might imply modification of current implementations.  Again, this may not be such a problem in practice, if implementations today do not include the full set of ISO 4217:1995 currency codes.  But if this is the case, then there doesn’t seem to be much point in making a dated reference to a version.
Note that in parts 8 and 11 of TS 29.198, a list of valid currencies is given in some of the cases where this specification is referred to, but not always.  It is also not clear whether this list restricts the set of currencies in ISO 4217, or whether this list is intended for illustrative purposes and for those who don’t have a copy of the ISO specification.

Note also that some other parts of TS 29.198 contain a reference to ISO 4217:1995 in their references clause (in particular part 4 and its sub-parts), but no reference is made to this standard in the text of these parts.  These references can be cleaned up editorially by MCC.

Proposal:

The JWG is requested to choose one or other of the two options above, or suggest an alternative approach.  CRs will be prepared accordingly for the next JWG meeting.
