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* * * First Change * * * *
[bookmark: _Toc19702412][bookmark: _Toc27751568][bookmark: _Toc35971654][bookmark: _Toc35975903]3.x	Special characters, operators and delimiters
3.x.1	General
A number of characters have special meaning and are used as delimiters in this document and also in other stage 3 SBI specifications. Below clauses specify the usage of a selected set of the special characters. Full set of these special characters are specified in the respective IETF specifications.
3.x.2	ABNF operators
Special characters that are used as delimires in ABNF syntax have somewhat different purpose from the same characters when used by URI syntax. See clause 3.x.2 in 3GPP TS 29.500 [2].
3.x.3	URI reserved and special characters
/	Reserved character. The forward slash character is a delimiter, which precedes an URI path component and also separates a sequence of path segments. See clauses 2.2 and 3.3 in IETF RFC 3986 [9].
#	Reserved character. The number sign (hash) character is a delimiter, which terminates either an URI path component, or an authority component, or a query component and starts a fragment component. See clauses 2.2, 3.2, 3.3 and 3.5 in IETF RFC 3986 [9].
?	Reserved character. The question mark character is a delimiter, which terminates either an URI path component, or an authority component and starts a query component/parameter. See clauses 2.2, 3.2, 3.3 and 3.4 in IETF RFC 3986 [9].
=	Reserved character. The equal sign character is a delimiter, which separates a parameter name and its value, e.g. in an URI query. See clauses 1.2.3 and 3.3 in IETF RFC 3986 [9].
[ ]	Reserved character. The square bracket characters enclose an IPv6 literal address. This is the only place where square bracket characters are allowed in the URI syntax. See clause 3.2.2 in IETF RFC 3986 [9].
< >	Special characters. The angle bracket characters are delimiters and enclose a complete URI or an URI component or a subcomponent. See Appendix C in IETF RFC 3986 [9].
;	Reserved character. The semicolon character is a delimiter, which is often used to separates a parameter name and its value in a path segment. See clause 3.3 in IETF RFC 3986 [9].
:	Reserved character. The colon character is a delimiter, which either terminates an URI scheme component, or userinfo subcomponent, or separates host subcomponent from the port subcomponent, an authority component, or a query component and starts a fragment component. See clauses 2.2, and 3.2 in IETF RFC 3986 [9].

NOTE:	The same characters, like "/", "#", etc. lead to different processing in ABNF and URI grammars. For instance, in URI syntax, ";" character separates parameter and its value, while in ABNF ";" starts a comment. 
3.x.4	SBI specific usage of delimiters
The braces (curly brackets) are used as delimiters across the SBI specifications, but have somewhat different purpose as specified below.
{ }	Delimiters. The braces (curly brackets) characters enclose a name of a variable in an URI path segment (see clause 5.1.3.2). Example: …/subscriber-data/{supi}.
{ }	Delimiters. The braces (curly brackets) characters enclose a parameter value in a query (see clause 5.1.3.3). Example: ?nf-id={chooseAValue}

NOTE:	In SBI specifications, "< >" is a generic placeholder, while "{ }" enclose specifically a variable.

* * * End of Changes * * * *

