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	Reason for change:
	When the UP function initiates an association release, either using the original procedure or the enhanced procedure, it has to wait for the CP function to actually realease the association.

Since there is no guarantee that the CP function does release the association there should be a meachnism to forcefully terminate the association on the UP function if the CP function has not released it in a reasonable amount of time.

	
	

	Summary of change:
	Allow the UP function to locally release an association

	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	Hanging associations in the UP function
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6.2.7.3.1	UP Function Behaviour
The UP function initiates the PFCP Association Update procedure to report changes to the PFCP association to the CP function, e.g. change of optional features, change of the available user plane resources, an indication to request to release the PFCP association, change of the UE IP Address Pool Identifies configured in the UP function.
The UP function may send an PFCP Association Update Request to request the CP function to perform the release of the PFCP association, optionally providing a Graceful Release Period.
When the Enhanced PFCP Association Release feature (EPFAR) (see clause 5.18) is supported by both the CP function and UP function, the UP function:
-	may send a PFCP Association Update Request with the flag "PFCP Association Release Preparation" set to "1" when the UP function decides to release the PFCP association and thus inform the CP function that all non-zero usage reports for those PFCP session affected by the release of the PFCP association will be reported;
-	shall then send a PFCP Association Update Request, with the URSS flag set to "1" once all non-zero usage reports for all the PFCP Sessions affected by the release of PFCP Association have been sent to the CP function.
[bookmark: _GoBack]After reception of the PFCP Association Update Response, the UP function shall consider that the PFCP association is still setup until receiving an PFCP Association Release Request. If the PFCP Association Update Request message is to request to release the PFCP Association, and with a Graceful Release Period is provided or with the URSS flag set; and if no PFCP Association Release Request has been received before the Graceful Release Period if used, or an implementation specific timer (when the URSS flag is set) expires, the UP function may locally release the association, behaving as if the PFCP Association Release Request had been received.
* * * End of Changes * * * *
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