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1. Introduction

The Rel-15 solution for load control is based on indirect information exchange via the NRF. Drawbacks have been identified and a solution based on direct communication is proposed as an option for Rel-16.
2. Reason for Change

Provide a solution for Rel-16 Load Control.
3. Conclusions

<Conclusion part (optional)>

4. Proposal

It is proposed to agree the following changes to 3GPP TR 29.843v0.3.0.

* * * First Change * * * *

10.2
Solution #1 Direct Load Information Conveyance
While in the existing Rel-15 solution load and capacity information is conveyed between NFs indirectly via the NRF, it is proposed for Rel-16 as an option (making use of the supported feature mechanism) to allow in addition to the existing Rel-15 solution also direct signalling of Load Control Information (LCI) between NFs piggybacked on existing messages.
Information conveyed directly between NFs shall contain the identity of the LCI reporting NF/ NF service, a static capacity value, a load percentage value indicating the percentage of the static capacity that is actually not available for new requests, a timestamp or sequence number used to identify stale information.
The conveyed LCI shall be used for load balancing among a set of candidate NF / NF service instances.
Direct LCI conveyance piggybacked on existing messages allows clients to detect a server's current load 
- without the need for potentially massive notification traffic from the NRF;
- in a timely manner independent from heartbeat frequency;
- at a finer granularity;

- independent from NRF deployments;
- frequently, as the reporting frequency naturally increases with the NF load.
* * * End of Change * * * *
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