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	Reason for change:
	For time-based measument, TS29.244 sub-clauses 5.2.2.2.1 has the following statement: 
If an Inactivity Detection Time value of zero is provided, or if no Inactivity Detection Time has been provided by the CP function, the time measurement shall be performed continuously from the point when the first packet is received until the time-based usage measurement is stopped.
It is stated that the start point is from the point when the first packet is received, however such statement is not aligned with other specifications:
1) TS32.298 (for 3G/4G), sub-clause 5.1.2.2.12, 5.1.2.2.49:
5.1.2.2.12 duration

This field contains the relevant duration in seconds for IP-CAN bearer (S-CDR, SGW-CDR, PGW-CDR), 
IP-CAN session (IPE-CDR),  and attachment (M-CDR). In case of TDF-CDR, this field contains the relevant duration in seconds for TDF session.
It is the duration from Record Opening Time to record closure. For partial records this is the duration of the individual partial record and not the cumulative duration.
……
5.1.2.2.49 Record Opening Time

This field contains the time stamp when the MS is attached to a SGSN (M-CDR) or IP-CAN bearer is activated in SGSN/S-GW/P-GW (S-CDR, SGW-CDR, PGW-CDR) or TDF session is established, or IP-CAN session is established (IPE-CDR), or record opening time on subsequent partial records (see TS 32.250 [4] for exact format).

Record opening reason does not have a separate field. For SGW/PGW/TDF/IPE -CDRs and M-CDR it can be derived from the field "Sequence number"; i.e. either a missing field or a value one (1) means activation of IP-CAN bearer (SGW/PGW-CDR) or GPRS attachment (M-CDR) or TDF session establishment (TDF-CDR) , or IP-CAN session establishment (IPE-CDR). For the S-CDR the field "SGSN change" also needs to be taken into account.

2) 32.299 (for 3G/4G), sub-clause 6.5.4:
6.5.4
Quota consumption time

……
If a Quota-Consumption-Time AVP value of zero is provided, or if no Quota-Consumption-Time AVP is present in the CCA, the quota is consumed continuously from the point at which it is granted.
3) TS32.255 (for 5G), sub-clause 5.1.2.4:
5.1.2.4 Flow Based Charging
……
For PDU session specific charging, time metering shall start when PDU session is activated.
In order to reduce non-alignment between specifications, it is proposed to update TS29.244 to correct the start point of time-based measurement. 


	
	

	Summary of change:
	Update the start point of time-based measurement to: when PFCP Session is established and the URR rule is activated.

	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	Specifications are not aligned.
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* * * First Change * * * *

5.2.2.2
Provisioning of Usage Reporting Rule in the UP function
5.2.2.2.1
General

When provisioning a URR, the CP function shall provide the reporting trigger(s) in the Reporting Triggers IE of the URR which shall cause the UP function to generate and send a Usage Report for this URR to the CP function. When adding or removing reporting trigger(s) to or from the URR, the CP function shall provide the new complete list of applicable reporting triggers in the Reporting Triggers IE in the Sx Session Modification Request message.

For the volume-based measurement method, the CP function may provision:

-
the Volume Threshold IE, to request the UP function to generate a usage report when the measured traffic reaches the threshold;

-
the Volume Quota IE, to request the UP function to stop forwarding packets (or only allow forwarding of some limited user plane traffic, based on operator policy in the UP function) and, if no Volume Threshold is provisioned, to also generate a usage report, when the measured traffic reaches the quota;

-
the Dropped DL Traffic Threshold IE, to request the UP function to generate a usage report when the downlink traffic that is being dropped reaches the threshold; and/or

NOTE 1:
The Dropped DL Traffic Threshold can be armed in a SGW-U for triggering the PGW Pause of Charging feature (see 3GPP TS 23.401 [14]).

-
a Measurement Information with the 'Measurement Before QoS Enforcement' flag set to 1, to request the UP function to measure the traffic usage before any QoS enforcement.

For the time-based measurement method, the CP function may provision:

-
a Time Threshold IE, to request the UP function to generate a usage report when the measured traffic reaches the threshold; 

-
a Time Quota, to request the UP function to stop forwarding packets (or only allow forwarding of some limited user plane traffic, based on operator policy in the UP function) and, if no Time Threshold is provisioned, to also generate a usage report, when the measured traffic reaches the quota; and/or

-
an Inactivity Detection Time, to request the UP function to suspend the time measurement when no packets are received during the provisioned Inactivity Detection Time. The time measurement shall then be resumed by the UP function when subsequent traffic is received. If an Inactivity Detection Time value of zero is provided, or if no Inactivity Detection Time has been provided by the CP function, the time measurement shall be performed continuously from the point when the PFCP session is established and the URR rule is activated until the time-based usage measurement is stopped. See Figure 5.2.2.2-1:
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Figure 5.2.2.2-1: IDT based charging (with IDT>0)
NOTE 2:
The Inactivity Detection Time can be set to the Quota Consumption Timer if received. 

-
a Time Quota Mechanism, including a Base Time Interval Type, which is either Continuous Time Period (CTP) or Discrete Time Period (DTP), and a Base Time Interval (BTI), to the UP function. See subclause 6.5.7 in 3GPP TS 32.299[18].
-
For CTP (Continuous Time Period), the time measurement starts from the time that traffic has occurred up to the first Base Time Interval (BTI) which contains no traffic. The time measurement shall include the last Base Time Interval, i.e. the one which contained no traffic. The time measurement resumes by the UP function when subsequent traffic is received. See Figure 5.2.2.2-2:
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Figure 5.2.2.2-2: CTP based charging
-
For DTP (Descrete Time Period), the time measurement starts from the time that traffic has occurred up to the Base Time Interval end. The time measurement shall be resumed by the UP function when subsequent traffic is received. See Figure 5.2.2.2-3:
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Figure 5.2.2.2-3: DTP based charging
When the time-based measurement method applies, and when the Envelope Reporting is required, the CP function shall request the UP function to report the usage by setting the reporting trigger to Envelope Closure in addition to other Reporting Trigger(s), in the Reporting Triggers IE. The CP function may indicate the UP function to report for just time, time and volume, time and events, or time and volume and number of events by setting Measurement Method accordingly. The CP function may set the Reduced Application Detection Information flag in the Measurement Information of the URR, when requesting the detection of start and stop of an application solely for the purpose of envelope reporting.
The CP function may provision a Volume Threshold, a Volume Quota, or both (and/or respectively a Time Threshold, a Time Quota, or both). 

When both a Volume (or Time) Threshold and a Volume (or Time) Quota are provisioned, the UP function shall send a usage report only when reaching the Volume (or Time) Threshold; when subsequently reaching the Volume (or Time) Quota, the UP function shall stop forwarding packets (or only allow forwarding of some limited user plane traffic, based on operator policy in the UP function) without sending a new usage report to the CP function.
NOTE 3:
For online charging, the Volume Threshold (or Time Threshold) can be set in a PGW-U or TDF-U to the value of the granted volume (or time) quota minus the volume (or time) quota threshold, such as to get a usage report from the UP function when the volume (or time) based credit falls below the remaining quota thresholds provided by the OCS.
NOTE 4:
The Volume Quota or Time Quota can be armed in a PGW-U or TDF-U for online charging to enable the traffic to be forwarded up to an intermediate or final quotas granted by the OCS. The CP function can provision both a Volume (or Time) Threshold and a Volume (or Time) Threshold to request the UP function to:
-
send a usage report when the consumed resources reach the volume (or time) usage threshold provided by the OCS, and 
-
to stop forwarding packets (or only allow forwarding of some limited user plane traffic, based on operator policy in the UP function), without sending a second usage report, when the granted volume (or time) quota is exhausted.

For all the measurement methods (i.e. volume, time or event), the CP function may also provision:

-
a Quota Holding Time, to request the UP function to send a usage report and to also stop forwarding packets (or only allow forwarding of some limited user plane traffic, based on operator policy in the UP function) when no packets have been received for the duration indicated in this parameter;

NOTE 5:
A Quota Holding Time can be armed in a PGW-U or TDF-U for online charging to request the UP function to send a Usage Report when the Quota Holding Time provided by the OCS (see 3GPP TS 32.299 [18]) expires. The UP function can be instructed in the same Usage Reporting Rule with the Report Triggers – START to generate a new Usage Report upon receiving any subsequent packets associated with this URR.
-
a Monitoring Time, to request the UP function to measure the network resources usage before and after the monitoring time in separate counts and to re-apply the volume and time thresholds at the monitoring time. The CP function may additionally provision a Subsequent Volume (or Time) Threshold IE and/or a Subsequent Volume (or Time) Quota IE, for a volume (or time) based measurement. When being provisioned with a Monitoring Time, the UP function shall:

-
reset its usage thresholds at the monitoring time to the value provided in the Subsequent Volume (or Time) Threshold IE, if provisioned in the URR, or to the remaining value of the Volume (or Time) threshold used before the monitoring time (i.e. excluding the already accumulated volume or time usage); 

-
shall indicate the usage up to the Monitoring time and usage after the Monitoring time in the first usage report after the Monitoring Time is reached;

-
a Measurement Period, indicating the period to generate periodic usage reports to the CP function. 

The CP function may request at any time the UP function to activate or deactivate a network resources usage measurement and the sending of corresponding Usage Reports, using the Inactive Measurement flag of the Measurement Information IE of the URR. 

NOTE 6:
This can be used in a PGW-U for the PGW Pause of Charging procedure (see 3GPP TS 23.401 [14]).

* * * End of Changes * * * *
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